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IT   CAN   AID   YOU    IN    PURCHASING 

Groceries,    Hardware,    Farming    Utensils,    Buggies, 
Wagons,  Harness,  Furniture,  Sewing  Machines, 
Cotton  Gins,  Presses,  Engines,  Wagon  Scales, 
Threshing   Machines,    Saw   Mills,   Cook 
Stoves,  Feed  Cutters,  Corn  Shellers, 
Cane  Mills,  Plows,  Harrows,  Farm 
Bells,  Washing  Machines,  Oils, 
Roofing,   Paints,  Barbed 
and  Plain  Wire,  Mow- 
ing Machines,  Hay 
Presses,  and 
Rakes. 
Corn  and  Cotton  Planters,  Guano  Sowers,  Fertilizers, 
Manure  Spreaders,  Etc.,  Etc. 

fSir5  Write  for  prices  on  anything  yon  wish  to  pur- 
chase, and  we  will  try  to  save  yon  money. 

Fraternally, 

T.  B.  PARKER,  S.  B,  A., 

HILLSBORO,  N.  C. 
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CONSTITUTION 

OF    THE 

NORTH   CAROLINA 

Farmers'  State  Alliance. 


AMENDED  AT  HILLSBORO,  I,  C„  AUGUST  8,  9,  10,  1899, 


ORDER    OP    BUSINESS    FOR    STATE     ALLIANCE. 

1.  Calling  roll  by  counties — each  delegate  answering  to  his  name, 
who  will  thereupon  present  his  credentials  to  the  Secretary. 

2.  Eeading  of  the  Daily  Minutes. 

3.  Appointment  of  Committees. 

4.  Reports  of  Officers. 

5.  Reports  of  Committees. 

6.  Motions  and  Resolutions. 

7.  Unfinished  Business. 

8.  Election  of  Officers. 

9.  Installation  of  Officers. 

DECLARATION    OF    PURPOSES. 

Whereas,  The  general  condition  of  our  country  imperatively  de- 
mands unity  of  action  on  the  part  of  the  laboring  classes,  reformation 
and  economy,  and  the  dissemination  of  principles  best  calculated  to 
encourage  and  foster  agricultural  and  mechanical  pursuits ;  encour- 
aging the  toiling  masses,  leading  them  in  the  road  to  prosperity,  and 
providing  a  just  and  fair  remuneration  for  labor,  a  just  exchange  for 
our  commodities,  and  the  best  means  of  securing  to  the  laboring 
classes  the  greatest  amount  of  good  ;  we  hold  to  the  principle  that 
all  monopolies  are  dangerous  to  the  best  interest  of  our  country,  tend- 
ing to  enslave  a  free  people  and  subvert  and  finally  overthrow  the 
great  principles  purchased  to  the  fathers  of  American  liberty.  We 
therefore  adopt  the  following  as  our  declaration  of  principles : 

1.  To  labor  for  the  education  of  the  agricultural  classes  in  the  science 
of  economical  government  in  a  strictly  non-partisan  spirit. 

2V  To  endorse  the  motto,  "In  things  essential,  unit/;  and  in  all 
things,  charity." 

3.  To  develop  a  better  state,  mentally,  morally,  socially  and  finan- 
cially. 

4.  To  create  a  better  understanding  for  sustaining  civil  officers  in 
maintaining  law  and  order. 


4  Constitution  of  the 

5.  To  constantly  strive  to  secure  entire  harmony  and  good  will 
among  all  mankind  and  brotherly  love  among  ourselves. 

6.  To  suppress  personal,  local,  sectional  and  national  prejudices, 
and  unhealthy  rivalry,  and  all  selfish  ambition. 

7.  The  brightest  jewels  which  it  garners  are  the  tears  of  widows 
and  orphans,  and  its  imperative  commands  are  to  visit  the  homes 
where  lacerated  hearts  are  bleeding;  to  assauge  the  suffering  of  a 
brother  or  sister ;  bury  the  dead  •  care  for  the  widows  and  educate  the 
orphans ;  to  exercise  charity  towards  offenders ;  to  construe  words 
and  deeds  in  their  most  favorable  light,  granting  honesty  of  purpose 
and  good  intention  to  others ;  and  to  protect  the  principles  of  the 
Alliance  unto  death.  Its  laws  are  reason  and  equity;  its  cardinal 
doctrines  inspire  purity  of  thought  and  life  ;  its  intentions  are  "peace 
on  earth  and  good  will  towards  men." 

8.  That  we  demand  equal  rights  to  all  and  special  privileges  to  none. 

AETICLE  I. 

Section  1.  This  body  shall  be  known  as  the  Farmers'  State  Alli- 
ance op  North  Carolina,  and  shall  have  power  to  make  its  own  Con- 
stitution, and  By-Laws  and  Rules  of  Order  and  Business. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  composed  of  one  delegate  from  each  County  Alli- 
ance containing  2,000  members  or  less,  and  an  additional  delegate  for 
every  1,000  members  in  excess  of  2,000,  its  officers,  Executive  and 
Judiciary  Committees  and  District  Lecturers:  Provided,  however,  that 
none  but  delegates  be  allowed  to  vote  except  in  case  of  a  tie,  when 
the  President  shall  have  the  casting  vote.  It  shall  elect  a  President, 
Vice-President,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Business  Agent,  Lecturer, 
Steward,  Chaplain,  Doorkeeper,  Assistant  Doorkeeper,  Sergeant- 
at-arms,  who  shall  hold  office  for  twelve  months — except  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  who  shall  hold  office  for  five  years,  one  mem- 
ber being  elected  at  each  annual  session,  or  until  their  successors  are 
elected  and  installed,  when  the  retiring  officers  shall  be  honorary 
members  for  that  session  only.  The  Trustee  of  the  Business  Agency 
Fund  shall  be  an  officer  of  the  Alliance.  All  members  of  Subordinate 
Alliances  in  good  standing  are  eligible  to  office  in  the  State  Alliance. 

Sec.  3.  A  County  Alliance  shall  be  organized  when  there  are  three 
or  more  Subordinate  Alliances  in  such  county,  to  be  composed  of  del- 
egates from  the  Subordinate  Alliances  in  such  ratio  as  each  County 
Alliance  may  elect,  but  not  less  than  one  delegate  for  each  ten  mem- 
bers. 

Sec  4.  A  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  not  be  organized  with  less  than 
five  members,  nor  nearer  than  three  miles  by  a  direct  line  to  an  Alli- 
ance in  the  same  county,  except  by  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers of  such  Alliance  or  Alliances. 

Sec.  5.  The  County  and  Subordinate  Alliances  shall  elect  the  same 
officers  as  the  State  Alliance,  to  hold  office  for  same  length  of  time, 
except  that  the  entire  Executive  Committee  shall  be  elected  each 
year.  "That  officers  and  members  of  standing  committees  to  be  con- 
sidered active  members  of  the  County  Alliance,  and  on  all  questions 
coming  before  that  body,  just  as  allowed  other  members,  provided  the 
County  Alliance  so  elect." 

Sec.  6.  Delegates  from  a  majority  of  the  counties  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  of  the  State  Alliance.  Delegates  from  one-fourth  of  the 
Subordinate  Alliances  a  quorum  of  the  County  Alliance.  Three  mem- 
bers a  quorum  of  the  Subordinate  Alliances,  unless  otherwise  pro- 
vided in  their  By-Laws.    In  the  absence  of  a  qnorum  at  any  meeting, 
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the  presiding  officer  may  announce  a  recess  for  such  time  as  may  be 
desirable,  not  to  exceed  twenty-four  hours. 

Sec.  7.  The  election  shall  be  by  ballot  when  more  than  one  name  is 
proposed,  and  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  shall  decide  the  same. 

Sec.  8.  Delegates  to  the  State  Alliance  shall  be  elected  at  the  July 
session  of  the  County  Alliance  and  shall  hold  office  for  twelvemonths. 
Delegates  to  the  County  Alliance  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Subordi- 
nate Alliances  in  December,  March,  June  and  September.  Officers  of 
the  County  Alliance  at  their  July  session.  Officers  of  Subordinate  Al- 
liances at  the  first  meeting  in  June  each  year  or  as  soon  thereafter  as 
practicable. 

Sec.  9.  The  State  Alliance  shall  meet  annnually  on  the  second  Tues- 
day in  August,  at  12  o'clock,  m.,  at  such  place  as  may  be  determined 
by  the  State  Executive  Committee.  County  Alliances  shall  meet  on 
the  second  Thursday  in  January,  April.  July  and  October,  But  to 
suit  the  conveniences  of  the  State  Lecturer,  the  time  of  the  county 
meetings  may  be  altered,  within  the  range  of  the  first  twenty  days  of 
the  months  named  by  the  State  President,  Executive  Committee,  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer and  the  Lecturer,  a  majority  concurring  therein,  in 
order  to  carry  out  the  purpose  in  view  in  the  division  of  the  State  into 
Lecture  Districts,  under  Art.  I,  Sec.  10.  Subordinate  Alliances  shall 
meet  at  least  once  a  month.  Tne  President  of  the  State  Alliance  may 
call  a  meeting  on  application  of  the  Presidents  of  one-fourth  of  the 
County  Alliances.  The  Presidents  of  a  County  Alliance  on  applica- 
tion of  the  Presidents  of  five  Subordinate  Alliances.  The  Presidents 
of  a  Subordinate  Alliance  on  the  application  of  five  members. 

Sec  10.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into  eight  Lecture  Districts: 

First  District — Currituck,  Camden,  Pasquotank,  Perquimans, 
Chowan,  Gates,  Hertford, Northampton,  Halifax,  Edgecombe,  Martin, 
Bertie. 

Second  District — Carteret,  Onslow,  Jones,  Lenoir,  Pitt,  Craven, 
Pamlico,  Beaufort,  Hyde.  Dare,  Tyrrell,  Washington. 

Third  District — Greene,  Wayne,  Wilson,  Nash,  Franklin,  Warren, 
Vance,  Granville,  Durham,  Wake,  Harnett,  Johnston. 

Fourth  District — Chatham,  Moore,  Richmond,  Robeson,  Cumber- 
land, Bladen,  Columbus,  New  Hanover,  Brunswick,  Pender,  Duplin, 
Sampson . 

Fifth  District — Anson,  Union,  Stanly,  Montgomery,  Randolph,  Da- 
vidson, Guilford,  Rockingham,  Caswell,  Person,  Orange,  Alamance. 

Sixth  District — Alexander,  Caldwell,  Mitchell,  Watauga,  Ashe,  Alle- 
ghany, Wilkes,  Surry,  Stokes,  Forsyth,  Davie,  Yadkin. 

Seventh  District — Iredell,  Rowan,  Cabarrus,  Gaston,  Mecklenburg, 
Lincoln,  Catawba,  Burke,  McDowell,  Rutherford.  Cleveland,  Polk. 

Eighth  District — Cherokee,  Clay,  Macon,  Graham,  Swain,  Jackson, 
Haywood,  Madison,  Buncombe,  Henderson,  Transylvania. 

Sec.  11.  Each  County  and  Subordinate  Alliance  may  form  their  con- 
stitution and  by-laws  in  conformity  to  the  State  and  National  bodies. 

Sec  12.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  County  Lecturer  to  furnish 
quarterly,  to  the  State  Lecturer,  a  statement  as  to  the  condition  of 
his  County  Alliance,  and  to  notify  the  State  Lecturer  if  his  services 
are  desired,  and  what  provisions  the  county  will  make  as  compensa- 
tion for  State  Lecturer's  services. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Section  1.  The  duties  of  the  President  shall  be  those  belonging  to 
presiding  officers,  and  he  shall  inspect  the  ballot-box  and  announce  the 
results,  cooduct  initiations,  expound  the  secret  work,  and  open  and 
close  the  Alliance  according  to  the  ritual. 
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Sec.  2.  The  Vice-President  shall,  in  the  absence  of  the  President, 
perform  his  duties.  In  case  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  President  and 
Vice-President,  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  shall  per- 
form the  duties  of  the  office  for  the  remainder  of  the  term,  and  until 
the  new  President  is  elected  and  qualified.  In  case  of  absence  of  the 
President  and  Vice-President  at  any  meeting,  the  Alliance  can  elect 
temporarily,  a  presiding  officer  for  that  session  by  acclamation.  In 
case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  Executive"  Committee,  the  vacancy  shall  be 
filled  by  appointment  of  the  President  until  meeting  of  the  State  Alli- 
ance, which  shall  elect  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Sec.  3.  The  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  be  to 
keep  a  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  State  Alliance,  conduct  its  cor- 
respondence, keep  a  roll  of  its  members,  to  receive  all  money  of  the 
Alliance  and  pay  it  over  monthly  to  the  Treasurer  and  take  his  receipt 
for  the  same  ;  to  read  all  communications,  reports  and  petitions  in  open 
Alliance  when  necessary,  to  affix  the  seal  of  the  Alliance  to  all  docu- 
ments requiring  the  same,  to  prepare  for  publication  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  each  annual  State  or  called  session  immediately  after  ad- 
journment, to  distribute  the  semi-annual  pass-word  to  the  Secretary 
or  President  of  each  County  Alliance,  who  shall  distribute  it  to  the 
Secretary  or  President  of  each  Subordinate  Alliance,  who  shall  give  it 
to  the  members  of  his  Alliance ;  and  this  pass-word  shall  be  given  in 
no  other  manner :  Provided,  where  no  County  Alliance  has  been  formed 
the  pass-word  shall  be  given  to  the  Secretary  or  President  of  the  Sub- 
ordinate Alliance  in  each  county.  He  shall  have  charge  of  the  seal, 
books  and  papers  of  the  State  Alliance  ;  his  books  shall  at  all  times  be 
open  to  the  inspection  of  the  President,  Executive  Committee,  or  any 
other  committee  appointed  by  the  President  to  inspect  the  same  ;  he 
shall  keep  a  correct  account  between  the  State  and  County  Alliances  ; 
he  shall  furnish  each  Secretary  of  the  County  Alliances  with  a  blank 
book  properly  ruled,  with  suitable  column  heads  for  classifying  and  re- 
cording the  contents  of  the  reports  from  Subordinate  Alliances ;  also 
suitable  blanks  for  making  reports  to  his  office,  and  to  the  Chairman  of 
the  Executive  Committee  ;  and  a  supply  of  blanks  for  the  Secretary  of 
each  Subordinate  Alliance  to  report  to  County  Alliances  ;  he  shall  also 
make  a  list  of  all  officers,  standing  and  special  committees  of  the  State 
Alliance,  with  name  and  postoffice  address,  which  list  shall  be  a  part 
of  the  printed  proceedings  of  the  State  Alliance. 

Sec  4.  The.  Secretary  of  each  Subordinate  Alliance  shall,  on  the 
first  day  of  January,  April,  July  and  October,  furnish  their  County 
Secretaries  and  Chairmen  of  Executive  Committees  with  a  list  of  the 
number  of  all  male  members  over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  also  those 
under  twenty-one,  the  number  of  females,  and  other  statistics  re- 
quired of  him  by  the  County  Secretary,  and  shall  accompany  the  same 
with  the  fees  and  dues  due  the  County  Alliance. 

Sec  5.  The  Secretary  of  each  County  Alliance  shall  classify  and  re- 
cord the  reports  from  the  various  Subordinate  Alliances  in  his  county, 
and  shall  make  a  report  of  the  same  quarterly  in  triplicate,  one  copy 
to  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance,  one  copy  to  the  Chair- 
man of  the  State  Executive  Committee  by  the  30th  of  January,  April, 
July  and  October,  and  one  copy  retained  by  the  County  Alliance. 

Sec  6.  When  a  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  fail  to  make  its  report  to 
the  County  Alliance  as  specified  in  section  four  of  this  Article,  it 
shall  not  be  allowed  representation,  and  if  it  shall  continue  in  neglect 
of  this  duty  and  not  send  its  reports  and  dues  for  twelve  months,  it 
shall  stand  suspended. 

Sec  7.  When  the  County  Alliance  shall  fail  to  make  its  reports  to 
the  State  Alliance  as  specified  in  section  five  of  this  Article,  it  shall 
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not  be  allowed  representation,  and  when  in  arrears  for  more  than  one 
month,  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  notify  the  President 
of  such  County  Alliance,  and  he  shall  investigate  the  matter  and 
report  to  the  State  Secretary  the  reason  for  such  delay,  and  if  it  shall 
continue  in  neglect  of  that  duty  and  not  send  its  reports  and  dues 
within  twelve  months,  it  shall  stand  suspended.  It  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  State  Alliance  to  notify  such  defaulting  Alliances  of  their  sus- 
pension and  the  cause  thereof.  He  shall  exchange  copies  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  each  session  of  the  Alliance  with  the  Secretary  of  each 
State  Alliance,  and  bind  the  reports  so  received  with  the  proceedings 
of  this  Alliance  in  a  book,  tj  be  the  property  of  the  State  Alliance. 
He  shall  also  furnish  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  State  Alliance 
to  the  Secretary  and  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
National  Farmers'  Alliance  and  Industrial  Union. 

Sec.  8.  The  Treasurer's  duty  shall  be  to  receive  all  money  from  the 
Secretary,  and  pay  it  out  on  a  warrant  from  the  Secretary,  approved 
bv  the  President.  He  shall  file  with  the  Executive  Committee  a  bond 
for  double  the  amount  of  money  that  is  likely  to  pass  through  his 
hands. 

Sec.  9.  The  Chaplain's  duty  shall  be  to  conduct  the  religious  exer- 
cises of  the  Alliance  ;  to  officiate  at  the  funeral  service  on  the  death 
of  a  member  of  the  Order. 

Sec  10.  The  Lecturer's  duty  shall  be,  at  each  meeting  to  deliver  or 
read  a  short  address  on  some  topic  of  interest  to  the  Order,  and  in  his 
absence,  the  Steward,  who  is  Assistant  Lecturer,  shall  take  his  place. 

Sec  11.  The  duty  of  the  Doorkeeper  and  his  assistant  shall  be  to 
guard  the  door,  to  take  up  the  word,  to  see  that  all  are  properly 
clothed,  to  have  charge  of  the  property  of  the  Alliance  and  to  keep 
the  house  in  order. 

Sec  12.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  assist  the 
President  in  preserving  order  while  the  body  is  in  session,  to  see  that 
the  members,  at  the  sound  of  the  gavel,  take  seats  and  cease  talking. 

Sec  13.  If  at  any  time  after  the  Alliance  is  called  to  order  by  the 
President,  a  member  shall  refuse  to  comply  with  the  foregoing  section, 
or  in  any  way  disturb  the  business  of  this  body,  he  shall,  after  the 
second  offence  during  the  same  day,  be  res  orted  to  the  President,  who 
shall  publicly  reprimand  said  brother,  and  if  reported  the  second  time 
during  the  day,  he  shall  be  expelled  from  the  house  for  that  day. 

Sec  14.  He  shall  see  that  the  orders  of  the  President  are  obeyed  ; 
carry  all  papers  or  messages  from  the  President  to  other  officers  of 
this  body,  as  he  may  be  directed. 

Sec  15.  He  may  have  the  privilege  of  appointing  one  or  more  assist- 
ants to  assist  him  in  performing  his  duties,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  President. 

Sec  16.  He  shall  keep  a  sufficient  supply  of  water  for  the  use  of  the 
body,  and  look  after  the  general  comfort  of  the  body. 

Sec  17.  He  shall  be  the  custodian  of  all  mail  matter,  and  see  that 
it  is  distributed  to  the  members. 

Sec  18.  All  expenses  incurred  in  carrying  out  these  duties  shall  be 
paid  by  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  and 
said  account  must  be  itemized  and  approved  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

ARTICLE  III. 

QUALIFICATIONS    FOR    MEMBERSHIP. 

Section  1.  No  person  shall  be  admitted  as  a  member  unless  he  has 
been  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  for  six  months  past,  and 
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not  then  unless  he  be  a  farmer,  farm  laborer,  fisherman,  mechanic 
(provided  he  be  not  a  resident  of  a  town  of  more  than  3,000  inhabitants, 
and  under  such  other  restrictions  as  each  County  Alliance  may  for  its 
own  territory  deem  wise),  country  school  teacher,  country  physician, 
or  minister  of  the  gospel  whose  work  is  mainly  in  the  country,  editor 
of  a  strictly  agricultural  paper,  be  of  good  moral  character,  believe 
in  the  existence  of  a  Supreme  Being,  be  of  industrious  habits,  is  a 
white  person,  and  over  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  Further,  when  any 
member  of  the  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  engage  in  any  occupation 
which  would  render  him  ineligible  before  initiation,  said  member 
shall  at  once  be  dismissed  from  the  Alliance,  and  furnished  by  the 
Secretary  with  a  written  statement  of  the  cause  of  his  dismissal: 
Provided,  that  the  above  shall  not  apply  to  the  members  who  may  be 
selected  to  buy  and  sell  as  merchants  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Alliance:  Provided,  that  the  Cherokee  Indians,  in  the  counties  of  Clay, 
Graham,  Haywood,  Jackson,  Macon  and  Swain  may  be  received  (when 
qualified)  as  members  of  the  Order  if  they  are  pure  Indian  blood  and 
not  less  than  half  white :  Provided  further,  Croatan  Indians  in  this 
State  may  be  received  on  the  same  conditions. 

Sec.  2.  If  any  person  seemingly  qualified  for  membership  under 
section  1  of  this  Article,  shall  send  in  his  application,  and  it  shall  be 
shown  to  the  committee  of  investigation  that  he  has  other  interests 
that  do  not  harmonize  with  the  interests  of  the  Order,  they  shall 
report  adversely  to  his  admission,  and  make  a  statement  of  the  facts 
in  the  case,  and  the  Secretary  shall  inform  the  applicant  of  the  causes 
of  his  ineligibility. 

Sec.  3.  No  member  shall  be  admitted  to  membership  in  more  than 
one  Alliance  at  one  time. 

Sec.  4.  There  shall  not  be  any  political  or  religious  tests  for  mem- 
bership. 

Sec  5.  Females  over  sixteen  years  of  age  may,  when  qualified  under 
section  1,  become  members  of  this  Order. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Section  1.  All  fees  and  dues  in  the  Subordinate  Alliance  are  due 
and  payable  quarterly  in  advance.  No  member  who  has  not  paid  his 
dues  in  advance  shall  be  entitled  to  the  new  pass-word.  Members  in 
arrears  for  dues  for  three  months  shall  stand  suspended  without  any 
action  of  the  Alliance,  but  they  shall  immediately  become  members 
of  good  standing  by  paying  one  quarter's  dues  on  approval  of  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  the  Sub-Alliance.  If  such  dues  remain  unpaid  for  six 
months,  such  member  shall  stand  expelled. 

Sec.  2.  The  initiation  fee  of  males  shall  be  fifty  cents  and  the  dues 
twenty-five  cents  a  quarter.  Females  shall  be  exempt  from  initiation 
fees,  but  "  may  at  their  own  election  "  pay  dues  to  the  amount  of  five 
cents  each  quarter,  all  of  which  shall  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
State  Alliance.  Such  females  as  may  elect  to  pay  dues  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  representation  as  males. 

Sec.  3.  The  Secretary  of  the  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  send  with 
his  quarterly  report  to  the  County  Alliance,  twenty-five  cents  for  each 
male  member  initiated  during  the  quarter,  and  fifteen  cents  dues  for 
each  male  member  of  his  Alliance  reported  for  the  quarter,  and  five 
cents  for  each  female  who  has  elected  to  pay  her  dues.  But  if  no 
County  organization  the  Secretary  of  Subordinate  Alliances  shall  send 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance  the  same  fees  and  dues  that 
would  have  been  sent  to  the  County  Secretary,  and  is  allowed  repre- 
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sentation  in  Stale  Alliance.  The  Secretary  of  the  County  Alliance 
shall  send  with  his  quarterly  report,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State 
Alliance  fifteen  cents  for  each  male  member  initiated  in  his  county 
reported  in  good  standing  for  the  previous  said  quarterly  terms,  and 
ten  cents  dues  for  each  male  member  in  his  county  reported  in  good 
standing  for  the  said  quarterly  term,  and  five  cents  for  each  female 
member  whose  dues  has  been  sent  in  from  Sub-Alliance.  That  any 
County  or  Sub-Alliance  at  its  option  may  tax  its  females  and  have 
representation  accordingly. 

Sec.  4.  The  charter  fee  for  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  be  five  dol- 
lars, which  shall  be  paid  by  the  Subordinate  Alliance  at  the  time  of 
organization.  The  organizing  officer  shall  receive  for  his  services  for 
organizing  each  Alliance  the  sum  of  five  dollars,  and  for  organizing 
County  Alliance  twelve  dollars:  Prodded,  that  the  amount,  if  any 
advanced,  may  be  retained  in  the  Alliance. 

Sec.  5.  Any  Subordinate  Alliance  may,  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  all 
its  members  in  good  standing,  lay  an  assessment  on  each  member  not 
to  exceed  twenty-five  cents  per  quarter. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Section  1.  Any  person  wishing  to  become  a  member  of  a  Subordi- 
nate Alliance  shall  offer  an  application  at  a  stated  meeting  of  the 
nearest  Subordinate  Alliance,  stating  age,  occupation  and  place  of  res- 
idence, the  application  tobe  accompanied  by  the  initiation  fee,  and  the 
applicant  to  be  recommended  by  two  members  in  good  standing,  and 
the  application  shall  lie  over  from  one  stated  meeting  until  the  next 
for  ballot. 

Sec.  2.  When  an  application  is  received,  the  President  shall  appoint 
a  committee  of  three  to  investigate  the  character  of  the  applicant  and 
report  at  the  next  stated  meeting;  on  report  of  committee  the  ballot 
on  his  petition  shall  be  taken,  and  if  clear,  he  shall  be  declared  elected  ; 
if  one  black  ball  shall  appear,  the  President  shall  immediately  order 
the  ballot  taken  again,  in  order  to  ascertain  if  there  be  a  mistake  ;  if 
one  black  ball  shall  again  appear,  the  President  shall  announce  that 
the  ballot  will  again  be  taken  at  the  next  stated  meeting,  during 
which  time  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  person  casting  the  black  ball  to 
impart  to  the  President  personally  his  reason  forsodoing;  at  the  time 
of  taking  the  final  ballot  the  President  shall  state  to  the  Alliance  the 
reason  why  the  black  ball  appeared,  carefully  concealing  the  name  of 
the  brother  who  cast  it  (and  always  concealing  the  same:)  Provided, 
however,  if  there  shall  be  no  cause  given  to  the  President  by  the  next 
regular  meeting,  the  President  shall  declare  the  candidate  elected 
without  further  ballot,  but  if  the  ballot  should  be  taken  again,  and 
if  only  one  black  ball  should  ap,  ear,  the  candidate  shall  be  declared 
elected;  if  rejected,  the  Secretary  will  notify  him  in  writing  and  re- 
fund the  initiation  fee. 

Sec  3.  When  an  applicant  is  elected,  he  shall  be  initiated  within 
four  stated  meetings,  if  not  providentially  hindered  ;  otherwise,  he 
shall  stand  as  an  excluded  member. 

Sec.  4.  A  petition  cannot  be  withdrawn  after  it  has  been  received, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Alliance. 

Sec.  5.  The  petition  of  any  person  rejected  shall  not  again  be  re- 
ceived under  the  expiration  of  six  months. 

Sec  6.  Any  member  clear  of  the  books  may  make  application  for  a 
dimit  or  withdrawal  card,  and  if  no  charges  are  preferred  against  him 
or  her,  the  Secretary  shall  issue  his  dimit  or  card. 
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Sec.  T.  Any  member  holding  a  dimit  or  card,  wishing  to  affiliate  with 
any  Alliance,  shall  present  a  written  petition,  accompanied  by  the 
dimit  or  card  and  all  dues  that  have  accrued  since  its  date,  and  upon  a 
two-thirds  vote  in  favor  of  applicant,  he  shall  be  declared  elected.  If 
the  dimit  is  six  months  old  he  shall  come  in  only  as  a  new  member. 

Sec.  8.  All  dimits  shall  be  addressed  to  some  definite  Subordinate 
Alliance,  and  upon  reception  of  person  dimitted,  the  Alliance  receiv- 
ing shall  notify  the  Alliance  dimitting.  All  persons  not  so  reported 
in  six  months  shall  be  marked  as  dropped. 

Sec.  9.  Sub- Alliances  who  have  forfeited  or  surrendered  their  char- 
ter may  be  re-organized  by  making  application  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
State  Alliance,  which  application  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  fee  of 
fifty  cents  for  every  member  who  signs  such  application.  On  receipt 
of  such  application  accompanied  by  the  fees,  the  Secretary  shall  for- 
ward to  the  Sub- Alliance  a  duplicate  of  their  old  or  new  charter: 
Provided,  that  none  but  those  who  were  in  good  standing  at  the  time 
of  the  surrender  of  the  charter  and  are  still  according  to  Section  1, 
Article  3,  of  the  Constitution,  shall  be  accepted:  Provided,  further, 
that  not  less  than  five  members  make  application. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

Section  1.  Each  Subordinate  and  County  Alliance  shall  appoint  a 
committee  of  three  on  the  "  Good  of  the  Order."  This  committee 
shall  be  a  board  for  the  arbitration  of  differences  of  any  nature  that 
may  exist  between  members  of  said  Alliance. 

Sec  2.  It  is  deemed  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  order  for  brothers 
to  go  to  law  with  each  other:  therefore  it  is  earnestly  recommended, 
when  pecuniary  or  other  differences  arise  between  members,  that  they 
settle  them  amicably  among  themselves:  failing  to  do  so,  that  they 
leave  the  matter  to  the  board  of  arbitration,  provided  none  of  said 
board  are  disqualified  by  interest  or  relationship  in  favor  of  or  against 
the  contending  parties.  If  this.be  the  case,  a  new  board,  or  any  mem- 
ber of  it,  may  be  appointed  by  the  Alliance  for  the  purpose  of  adjust- 
ing the  difficulty.  But  if  this  fails,  then  the  courts  of  law  may  be  re- 
sorted to  in  settlement  of  the  matter. 

Sec  3.  When  any  officer  or  membershall  be  guilty  of  conduct  unbe- 
coming an  Allianceman,  or  when  personal  differences  shall  exist  be- 
tween members,  and  after  reasonable  efforts,  cannot  be  amicably  ad- 
justed, an  officer  may  be  impeached,  and  a  member  reprimanded,  sus- 
pended or  expelled  ;  charges  and  specifications  in  writing  may  be  pre- 
ferred by  any  member  at  a  stated  meeting  of  the  board  of  arbitration, 
and  when  charges  are  preferred,  a  copy  of  the  charges  and  specifica- 
tions shall  be  furnished  by  the  Lecturer  to  the  party  charged.  The 
Chairman  of  the  Board  shall  notify  the  parties  at  variance  in  writing, 
of  the  time  and  place  at  which  they  will  take,  in  writing,  all  testi- 
mony of  persons  not  members  of  the  Alliance,  and  report  the  same  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Board,  and  upon  the  report  and  such  other 
testimony  as  may  be  had  in  the  Alliance,  the  Board  shall  proceed  at 
once  in  the  trial,  and  the  Alliance  inflict  such  punishment  on  either  or 
both  of  the  parties  as  it  may  determine. 

Sec  4.  All  trials  of  the  officers  or  members  of  the  Subordinate  Alli- 
ance shall  be  by  Board  of  the  Subordinate  Alliance  ;  all  trials  of  the 
officers  or  members  of  the  County  Alliance  shall  be  by  the  Board  of 
County  Alliance  ;  all  trials  of  officers  or  members  of  the  State  Alliance 
shall  be  by  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  State  Alliance  ;  all  appeals 
from  the  Board  of  the  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  be  to  the  Board  of 
the  County  Alliance ;  all  appeals  from  the  County  Alliance  shall  be 
to  the  Board  of  Judiciary  of  the  State  Alliance. 
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Sec.  5.  All  parlies  on  trial  for  any  offence  shall  have  the  right  to 
defend  themselves  in  person  or  by  proxy.  The  Lecturer  shall  conduct 
the  prosecution,  and  shall  have  the  right  to  close,  after  which  the 
decision  shall  be  rendered  determining  the  punishment,  either  by  ex- 
pulsion, suspension  or  reprimand  by  the  Board. 

Sec.  6.  In  case  of  an  appeal,  all  the  proceedings  in  the  trial  with  the 
testimony,  properly  transcribed  from  the  records,  shall  be  transmitted 
to  the  next  meeting  of  the  County,  State  or  National  Board,  as  the 
case  may  be,  with  the  signatures  of  the  Board  and  Lecturer.  When- 
ever a  person  is  convicted  in  a  Subordinate  Alliance,  and  an  appeal  is 
taken,  the  Lecturer  of  the  Subordinate  Alliance,  may  still  assist  as 
prosecuting  attorney,  if  deemed  necessary. 

Sec.  7.  Any  member  suspended  on  charges  can  be  re-instated  only 
by  two-thirds  vote,  after  one  month's  notice  on  application  in  open 
Alliance  at  a  stated  meeting. 

Sec.  8.  Any  member  expelled  can  be  re-instated  only  by  application, 
as  in  the  preceding  section,  and  the  same  ballot  required  as  on  peti- 
tion for  membership  into  the  Order. 

Sec  9.  The  President  of  the  State  Alliance  shall,  at  each  annual 
session,  appoint  a  Judiciary  Committee  of  three  members,  who  shall 
consider  and  determine  all  questions  of  organic  or  statutory  law  com- 
ing up  on  appeals  during  vacation,  and  all  other  questions  submitted 
to  it  by  the  State  Alliance  while  in  session.  It  shall  keep  a  record  of 
its  decisions  in  a  book  to  be  furnished  for  the  purpose,  and  report  to 
each  session  of  the  State  Alliance. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  elected  at  each  annual  meeting  of  the 
State  Alliance  one  Executive  Committeeman  to  hold  five  years,  whose 
duty,  with  the  four  holding  over,  shall  be  to  examine  the  books  of  the 
Secretary-Treasurer,  State  Business  Agent  and  Trustee  of  the  Busi- 
ness Agency  Fund,  and  to  report  on  their  condition  to  the  State  Alli- 
ance, with  an  itemized  statement  of  all  receipts  and  disbursements 
for  the  year  ending  on  and  including  the  31st  day  of  July  in  each  year. 
In  case  of  vacancy  on  the  Executive  Committee,  the  vacancy  shall  be 
filled  by  appointment  of  President  until  meeting  of  State  Alliance, 
which  shall  elect  to  fill  vacancy. 

Sec.  2.  They  shall  supervise  suitable  bonds  for  the  Secretary-Treas- 
urer, Business  Agent  and  Trustee  of  the  Business  Agency  Fund,  and 
approve  the  same ;  they  shall  audit  all  claims,  and,  if  allowed,  the 
Secretary  shall  draw  his  warrant  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  amount  so 
allowed,  and  all  warrants  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  shall  be  signed  by 
the  Secretary  and  approved  by  the  President. 

Sec.  3.  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power  to  prepare  suitable 
bonds  for  Secretary-Treasurer,  State  Business  Agent  and  Trustee  of  the 
Business  Agency  Fund,  and  approve  the  same,  and  to  increase,  dimin- 
ish or  cancel  said  bonds  ;  to  dismiss  and  appoint  a  new  Business  Agent, 
when  the  good  of  the  Alliance  demands,  by  reason  of  inefficiency,  or 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  Agent  to  perform  his  duties,  and  fix  his 
salary,  not  to  exceed  $1,500  per  annum,  including  clerk  hire.  The 
bonds  of  the  County  and  Subordinate  Alliance  Business  Agents  shall  be 
approved  by  the  Executive  Committee,  who  shall  exercise  the  same 
power  over  the  Agents  as  are  exercised  by  the  State  Executive  Com- 
mittee over  the  State  Business  Agent. 
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ARTICLE  VIII. 

ORGANIZATION. 

Section  1.  The  Lecturer  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  superintend  the 
oganization  of  Alliances  in  the  State.  He  shall  correct  all  irregulari- 
ties in  the  work,  secret  or  otherwise.  The  Executive  Committee  of 
the  State  Alliance  may  appoint  Assistant  Lecturer  when  deemed 
necessary. 

Sec.  2.  The  Lecturers  and  Sseward  shall  report  monthly  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  State  Alliance  the  number  of  Alliances  organized  and 
the  work  performed  by  them. 

Sec.  3.  The  Lecturer  of  County  Alliances  shall  be  Organizer  in  his 
county. 

Sec.  4.  All  officers  of  the  State  Alliance  are  authorized  to  organize 
Alliances,  but  when  they  are  salaried  officers  the  fee  shall  be  paid  into 
the  treasury  of  the  State  Alliance,  who  shall  issue  a  charter  attested 
by  the  Secretary,  to  each  regular  organized  Alliance. 

Sec  5.  No  Alliance  shall  be  organized  in  less  than  three  miles  (di- 
rect line)  of  another  Alliance  in  same  county,  unless  such  Alliance 
furnishes  the  organizing  officer  a  written  permit  duly  attested,  of 
action  of  all  such  Alliances  consenting  to  its  organization,  which  per- 
mit shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance,  with 
application  for  a  charter,  and  all  such  organizations  otherwise  made 
shall  be  void. 

Sec  6.  Whenever  an  Alliance  shall  become  defunct,  any  member  in 
good  standing  belonging  to  said  defunct  Alliance  may,  in  three  months, 
join  an  Alliance  within  his  reach  without  being  required  to  pay  a  fee: 
Provided,  however,  each  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  be  judge  of  its  own 
membership. 

Sec  7.  Whenever  an  Alliance  becomes  so  large  as  to  become  un- 
wieldly,  it  may,  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  divide  and  form  two  Alliances; 
and  on  petition  of  said  Alliances,  under  seal,  to  the  President  of  the 
State  Alliance,  he  will  grant  a  charter  for  anew  Alliance.  AVhenever 
two  or  more  Alliances  may  deem  it  best  for  the  good  of  the  Order, 
they  may  consolidate.  The  Subordinate  Alliances  may  determine 
their  name.  Any  member  dimitted  from  a  Subordinate  Alliance  shall 
be  under  the  supervision  of  the  Subordinate  Alliance  from  which  he 
dimitted  so  long  as  he  remains  in  its  jurisdiction,  and  he  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  sit  in  open  Alliance  after  the  quarter  expires  in  which  he 
obtained  his  dimit. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Section  1 .  Any  member  who  may  hereafter  disclose  any  of  the  work- 
ings of  the  Order,  or  who  may  impart  the  password  of  the  Order  knowr- 
ingly  to  any  one  not  entitled  to  the  same,  or  who  shall  disclose  any  of 
the  secrets  pertaining  to  the  business  of  the  Order,  shall,  on  conviction 
thereof,  be  immediately  expelled  by  the  body,  and  shall  not  be  eligible 
to  membership  thereafter. 

Sec  2.  A  member  who  abuses  or  denounces  the  Alliance,  and  desires 
to  withdraw',  shall  not  be  granted  a  dimit  or  withdrawal  card,  but 
shall  be  suspended   or  expelled,  and  not  be  permitted  to  withdraw. 
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ARTICLE  X. 

SALARIES  OF  OFFICERS  AN'D   MILEAGE   AND   PER   DIEM  OF  MEMBERS. 

Section  1.  The  President  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  be  paid  a  salary 
of  $100  per  annum  for  office  work,  with  necessary  postage,  stationery 
and  traveling  expenses,  and  for.  what  lecturing  may,  in  his  and  the 
judgment  of  the  Executive  Committee,  be  necessary  for  him  to  do, 
that  he  receive  $2.00  per  day  and  traveling  expenses. 

Sec.  2.  The  annual  salary  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  and  Business 
Agent  combined,  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  not  exceed  $1,500  per 
year — $100  of  same  to  be  paid  out  of  funds  of  Secretary-Treasurer's 
department.  Said  salary  to  be  paid  quarterly  on  warrants  signed  by 
the  Secretary  and  approved  by  the  President, 

Sec.  3.  The  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  State  Alli- 
ance shall  receive  actual  transportation  expenses  when  traveling  in 
discharge  of  their  official  duties,  and  $2.03  per  diem  while  so  actually 
engaged,  with  a  reasonable  amount  for  stationery  and  postage.  All 
said  sum  to  be  paid  from  Treasury  of  the  State  Alliance. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

MISCELLANEOUS    PROA7ISIOXS. 

Section  1.  The  President  shall  continue  in  office  no  longer  than  two 
years  in  succession. 

Sec  2.  When  a  member  has  been  convicted  in  a  Subordinate  or 
County  Alliance,  and  sentence  has  been  passed  on  him,  an  appeal  to  a 
higher  tribunal  shall  stay  execution  of  sentence  until  the  appeal  has 
been  heard  and  the  decision  rendered,  and  until  such  decision  has 
been  rendered  he  shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote. 

Sec.  3.  The  retiring  officers  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  become  hon- 
orary members,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  mileage  and  per  diem  as  other 
delegates  for  that  session  only. 

Sec.  4.  The  Secretary  of  each  Subordinate  Alliance  shall  keep  a 
death  record  of  its  members,  showing  the  age,  cause  and  time  of 
death,  and  with  the  county  and  post-office  address,  report  them  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance. 

Sec  5.  The  Secretary  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  keep  a  well  bound 
book,  known  as  the  Death  Record,  in  which  he  shall  keep  a  death 
record,  alphabetically,  showing  name,  age,  time  of  death,  with  county 
and  post-office  address. 

Sec.  6.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended  at  any  regular  stated 
meeting  of  the  State  Alliance  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members 
present. 

Sec  7.  This  Alliance  reaffirms  its  adoption  of  the  Act  of  Incorpora- 
tion enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina  on  the  7th  day  of 
March,  1889;  adopted  at  Fayetteville,  August,  18RD. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

BUSINESS    AGENCY    FUND. 

Section  1.  The  President  of  the  State  Alliance  shall  procure  a  char- 
ter of  incorporation  under  the  laws  of  this  State  for  the  North  Caro- 
lina Farmers'  State  Alliance. 

Sec  2.  In  order  to  conduct  the  commercial  business  of  the  North 
Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  and  to  protect  from  loss  those  who 
may  deal  with  the  Business  Agent  of  the  same,  the  North  Carolina 
Farmers'  State  Alliance  Business  Agency  Fund  is  hereby  inaugurated 
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Sec.  3.  The  Business  Fund  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  twenty-five 
thousand  nor  more  than  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  divided  into 
shares  of  five  dollars  each,  and  half  shares  of  two  and  a  half  dollars 
each,  and  one-fifth  shares  at  one  dollar  each. 

NORTH    CAROLINA    BUSINESS    AGENCY    FUND. 

Raleigh,  N.  C,  -- ,  18 

% Received  of of  Alliance  No. , 

dollars,  for  the  North  Carolina  Farmers' 

State  Alliance  Business  Agency  Fund,  and  he  is  hereby  entitled  to  all 
rights  and  interests  to  be  derived  from  such  contribution. 

This  certificate  shall  be  transferable,  provided  such  transfer  to  be 
made  only  to  a  member  of  the  Alliance  in  good  standing. 

This day  of 18..--. 

No , 

[Seal.]  Secretary  N.  C.  F.  S.  A. 

Sec.  5.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  in  a  book  provided  for  the  purpose 
a  list  of  the  names  of  those  contributing  to  the  fund,  the  number  of 
the  Alliance  to  which  they  belong,  and  the  amount  contributed. 

Sec  6.  The  Business  Fund  shall  be  managed  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  State  Alliance.  No  portion  of  it  shall  be  used  in  the 
business  of  the  Business  Agency  unless  required  to  settle  the  contracts 
of  the  Agent  made  in  conformity  to  regulations  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  and  when  any  portion  is  so  used  all  money  received  from 
the  cause  of  such  use  shall  be  returned  to  the  Fund. 

Sec.  7.  The  fund  shall  be  in  the  keeping  of  a  Trustee,  to  be  elected 
by  the  State  Alliance  at  this  session  (August,  1888),  who  shall  hold 
office  for  five  years.  He  shall  invest  not  less  than  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars  of  said  fund  in  the  bonds  of  North  Carolina  or  the  United 
States,  and  the  remainder  as  he  may  deem  best.  The  profits  arising 
from  said  fund  shall  be  used  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  Trustee  and  all 
other  expenses  connected  with  said  fund,  and  any  remainder  shall  be 
used  by  the  Executive  Committee  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
Business  Agency. 

Sec.  8.  Said  Trustee  shall  give  a  justified  bond  in  the  sum  of  $10,000 
for  the  faithful  accounting  for  all  moneys  for  which  he  may  be  re- 
sponsible, or  any  expense  incurred  in  collecting  the  same  on  his  bond. 
The  Executive  Committee  shall  require  him  to  strengthen  his  bond 
at  any  time  they  deem  it  necessary,  to  such  an  amount  as  they  deem 
sufficient:  Provided,  that  no  member  of  the  Executive  Committee 
shall  be  accepted  as  bondsman. 

Sec.  9.  Said  Trustee  may  be  removed  for  cause,  by  vote  of  the  State 
Alliance,  and  he  may  be  suspended  until  the  meeting  of  the  State 
Alliance  by  the  Executive  Committee,  approved  by  the  President. 
In  case  of  vacancy  from  suspension,  removal,  death  or  any  other  cause, 
the  Executive  Committee,  with  approval  of  the  President,  shall  fill 
such  until  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  State  Alliance. 

Sec.  10.  The  Secretary  of  each  Sub-Alliance  shall  collect  all  sub- 
scriptions made  by  members  of  their  Alliance  and  forward  to  the 
Trustee,  givingname  of  contributor,  and  amount  contributed  by  each. 
The  Trustee  shall  notify  the  Secretary  of  the  names  and  amounts, 
and  he  shall  forward  certificates  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Sub-Alliance 
as  provided  in  section  4.  The  Secretary-Treasurer  shall  turn  over  to 
the  Trustee  all  funds  belonging  to  the  Fund  upon  his  appointment. 
The  Secretary  shall  notify,  through  the  organ  of  the  Alliance,  the 
Sub- Alliances  when  the  Trustee's  bond  is  accepted. 
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Sec.  11.  The  Trustee  shall  receive  an  annual  salary,  to  be  fixed  by 
the  Executive  Committee,  not  to  exceed  $250,  to  be  paid  quarterly. 

Sec.  12.  In  case  it  becomes  necessary  to  use  any  of  the  said  fund  in 
the  State  Business  Agency,  the  State  Business  Agent  shall  report  to 
the  Trustee  the  amount  or  amounts  necessary,  stating  cause  of  in- 
debtedness in  each  case.  If  the  Trustee  approves  the  same  he  shall 
forward  the  State  Business  Agent  money  sufficient  to  settle  the  same, 
but  he  shall  pay  no  accounts  where  goods  may  have  been  sold  without 
the  State  Business  Agent  having  first  received  a  certificate  of  justified 
bond  of  the  Business  Agent  purchasing,  with  names  of  sureties,  which 
the  State  Business  Agent  shall  keep  filed  in  his  office.  The  State  Busi- 
ness Agent  shall  immediately  proceed  to  collect  such  account  or  ac- 
counts between  the  State  Business  Agent  and  the  Business  Ap;ent  for 
whom  the  goods  are  purchased,  the  matter  shall  be  referred  to  the 
Trustee  with  right  to  appeal  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  State 
Alliance.  The  Trustee  shall  report  to  the  Executive  Committee  all 
accounts  paid  on  account  of  State  Business  Agent  on  accounts  refunded 
by  said  Business  Agent,  and  all  losses  to  the  Fund  on  account  of  said 
Business  Agent,  which  losses  shall  be  subject  to  approval  of  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

Sec.  13.  The  Trustee  shall  collect  all  interest  or  other  profits  on 
said  Funds  as  it  becomes  due,  and  pay  the  same  into  the  Treasury  of 
the  State  Alliance. 

Sec  14.  The  Treasurer  shall  keep  a  separate  account  of  it,  and  shall 
pay  it  out  only  to  the  salary  of  the  Trustee,  and  to  the  Executive 
Committee  to  be  used  in  conducting  the  Business  Agency  of  the  Alli- 
ance, on  the  warrant  approved  by  the  President. 

Sec.  15.  The  Trustee  shall  report  to  each  session  of  the  Alliance 
how  the  Fund  is  invested,  and  the  vouchers  for  the  disposition  made 
of  profits  received  on  the  Fund. 

Sec.  16.  In  case  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  should 
for  any  cause  cease  to  exist,  the  money  composing  this  Fund  shall 
revert  to  those  contributing  it. 

1st.  The  Business  Agent  shall  conduct  the  business  of  his  office  un- 
der the  supervision  and  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

2d.  Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  State  Business  Agent  the 
Executive  Committee  may  direct  that  no  goods  shall  be  sold  without 
the  cash  accompanying  the  order. 

3d.  He  shall  keep  a  record  of  each  transaction  in  a  book  furnished 
for  the  purpose,  showing  articles  purchased  or  sold,  price  paid  or  re- 
ceived for  them  individually  and  in  gross  amount. 

4th.  Persons  who  are  eligible  shall  be  allowed  all  the  benefits  of  our 
trade  arrangements  by  paying  the  regular  fees  for  entrance,  and  an- 
nual dues,  and  they  may  be  made  honorary  members,  having  all  the 
benefits  and  advantages  of  the  Alliance,  except  they  shall  not  partic- 
ipate in  its  private  meetings.  The  recommendation  was  made  espe- 
cially for  those  whose  church  regulations  preclude  them  from  joining 
secred  societies. 

5th.  The  State  Business  Agent  shall  be  allowed  to  sell  to  those  out- 
side of  the  Alliance  at  an  advance  over  Alliancemen,  and  pay  the  same 
taxes  to  the  State  that  others  doing  the  same  business  pay. 


^3^ All  contributions  to  the  Business  Agency  Fund  should  be  sent 
to  W.  A.  Graham,  Trustee,  Machpelah,  N.  C. 
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RULES  OF  ORDER  OF  AN  ALLIANCE- 


Section  1.  The  President  shall  take  the  chair  precisely  at  the  hour 
appointed  for  the  opening  of  the  Alliance,  and  shall  immediately  call 
the  members  to  order. 

Sec.  2.  The  President  shall  have  the  general  direel  ion  of  the  hall  * 
he  may  designate  any  member  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  Chair ;  he 
may  preserve  strict  order  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Alliance. 

Sec.  3.  All  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  unless 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  Alliance. 

Sec.  4.  In  all  cases  the  member  who  shall  first  receive  recognition 
by  the  Ohair  shall  speak  first,  but  when  two  or  more  members  rise  at 
the  same  time  the  President  shall  decide  who  shall  speak  first. 

Sec.  5.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  once  on  the  same  ques- 
tion, nor  more  than  ten  minutes,  unless  by  consent  of  the  body,  and 
shall  be  confined  to  the  question  under  discussion,  and  shall  avoid  per- 
sonalities. 

Sec.  6.  Any  question  may  be  discussed  in  open  Alliance  in  a  non- 
partisan and  non-sectarian  sense. 

Sec.  7.  Any  member  may  call  for  a  statement  of  the  question  under 
consideration,  which  may  be  stated  by  the  President  or  Secretary. 

Sec.  8.  Any  member  may  call  for  a  division  of  the  question.  The 
President  shall  decide  as  to  its  advisability  subject  to  appeal,  as  in  the 
questions  of  order. 

Sec  9.  Every  member  present  when  the  question  is  put  shall  vote, 
unless  excused  by  the  vote  of  the  body. 

Sec  10.  While  the  President  is  stating  the  question  or  addressing 
the  body,  no  one  shall  walk  across  the  hall,  and  while  a  member  is 
speaking  no  one  shall  pass  between  the  speaker  and  the  Ohair.  No 
member  or  other  person  shall  go  to  and  remain  at  the  Secretary's  desk 
when  the  yeas  and  nays  are  being  taken  or  ballot  counted,  except  the 
Secretary  and  his  assistants. 

Sec  11.  All  resolutions  shall  be  made  in  writing  and  signed  by  the 
author.  When  such  motion  is  made  and  seconded,  and  shall  have  been 
stated  by  the  Ohair,  it  is  then  the  property  of  the  house  and  cannot  be 
withdrawn  without  the  consent  of  the  house. 

Sec  12.  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall  be  re- 
ceived but  to  adjourn,  to  take  a  recess,  to  lay  on  the  table,  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  to  postpone,  to  amend,  to  postpone  indefinitely,  which 
several  motions  shall  have  precedence  of  each  other  in  the  order  in 
which  they  are  arranged. 

Sec  13.  A  motion  to  adjourn  is  always  in  order,  but  being  decided 
in  the  negative  shall  not  be  again  entertained  until  some  motion,  call 
or  order  shall  take  place.  The  motion  to  adjourn,  take  recess,  to  lay 
on  the  table,  to  take  from  the  table,  and  all  questions  relating  to  the 
priority  of  business,  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

Sec  14.  No  motion  or  proposition  differing  from  the  subject  under 
consideration  shall  be  admitted  under  color  or  amendment. 

Sec  15.  If  any  member,  in  speaking  or  otherwise,  transgresses  the 
rules  of  order,  the  President  shall,  or  any  member  may,  call  the  mem- 
ber to  order,  and  the  member  called  to  order  shall  take  his  seat,  if 
required  by  the  President,  until  the  question  of  order  is  decided.     All 
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questions  of  order  shall  be  decided  by  the  Chair  without  debate,  sub- 
ject to  appeal  to  the  house.  No  member  shall  speak  on  the  appeal- 
more  than  once,  and  only  five  minutes,  unless  by  leave  of  the  body, 
except  the  party  appealing  may  speak  twice. 

Sec.  16.  All  reports  of  committees  shall  be  made  in  writing,  and 
signed  by  such  members  as  concur  therein,  and  the  report,  with  the 
names  of  the  members  signing  the  same,  shall  be  read  at  the  Secre- 
tary's desk,  by  the  Secretary  or  the  member  making  the  report,  with- 
out a  motion. 

Sec.  17.  Oushing's  Manual  and  Law  of  Legislative  Assemblies  shall 
be  received  as  the  rule  in  all  cases  not  provided  for  in  the  foregoing 
rules. 


THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  COLLEGE 

OF 

Agriculture  and  Mechanic  Arts 

Offers  a  thorough  practical  education  in  all  branches  of  Agricul- 
ture, in  Cotton  Manufacturing,  in  Civil,  Mechanical  and  Electrical 
Engineering,  in  Architecture  and  in  the  Industrial  Sciences,  Chemis- 
try, Biology  and  Physics. 

Regular  courses,  special  courses,  short  courses. 

Total  annual  expenses,  including  board,  fuel,  lights,  etc.,  $118.50. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  scholarships  carrying  free  tuition  and 
lodging  are  open  to  needy  boys. 

Appointments  made  by  any  member  of  the  Legislature. 


ELEVENTH  SESSION  OPENS  SEPTEMBER  6,  1899 


Candidates  for  admission  may  be  examined  in  each  county  court- 
house at  10  a.  m.,  August  19th,  1899,  by  the  County  Superintendent, 
or  at  the  College  in  Raleigh,  September  5th,  1899. 

For  catalogue,  address 

PRESIDENT  GEO.    T.   WINSTON, 

WEST  RALEIGH,  N.  C. 


FORM  OF  BUSINESS 


SUB^ALLIANCES 


1.  Kecording  those  present. 

2.  Beading,  corecting  and  adopting  minutes  of  last  meeting. 

3.  Application  for  membership. 

4.  Report  of  Investigating  Committee. 

5.  Balloting. 

6.  Initiation. 

7.  Beports  of  Standing  Committees  and  their  dispositions. 

8.  Beports  of  Special  Committees  and  their  dispositions. 

9.  Unfinished  Business. 

10.  Business  with  County  Alliance. 

11.  Is  there  any  Member  Sick  or  in  Distress  ? 

12.  Lecturing. 

13.  New  Business. 

14.  Beceipts  of  the  evening. 

15.  Has  the  Secretary  anything  for  our  State  or  County  Organ  ? 


PROCEEDINGS 

OP    THE 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

FARMERS'  STATE  ALLIANCE, 

HELD  AT  HILLSBORO,  I.  C,  AUGUST  8, 9  AID  10,  1899. 


Hillsboko,  1ST.  C,  August  8,  1899. 

The  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  assem- 
bled in  their  hall  at  their  headquarters  near  Hillsboro 
at  12  m.  The  President  and  Vice-President  both  being 
absent,  the  Alliance  was  called  to  order  by  Bro.  J.  W. 
Denmark,  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 
The  house  being  purged,  the  Alliance  was  opened  in 
due  form  as  per  New  Ritual — after  prayer  by  Chaplain 
and  singing  "  Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds." 

The  Chair  appointed  as  Committee  on  Credentials 
brethren  J.  C.  Bain  of  Cumberland,  G.  M.  D.  Howard 
of  Robeson,  and  James  S.  Mitchell  of  Hertford. 

Dinner  hour  having  arrived,  the  Alliance  adjourned 
to  meet  at  2  p.  m. 


AFTERNOON    SESSION. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  promptly  at  two 
o'clock,  Bro.  J.  W.  Denmark  presiding. 

Bro.  J.  S.  Mitchell  read  report  of  Committee  on  Cre- 
dentials, showing  the  following  delegates  present: 

Alamance __. R.  T.  Kernodle Union  Ridge,      N.  C. 

Beaufort John  G.  Hodges Mineola,  N.  C. 

Catawba J.  F.  Click Hickory,  N.  C. 
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Chatham J.  J.  Jenkins Pittsboro,  N.  0. 

Cumberland J.  C.  Bain Wade,  N.  C. 

Currituck A.  Hampton Coin  jock,  N.  C. 

Davidson Rev.  H.  Morton Thomasville,  N.  C. 

Duplin J.  W.  Mallard. Faison,  N.  C. 

Forsythe E.  A.  Moser, Tobaccoville,  N.  C. 

Franklin J.  J.  Wilder 

Guilford D.  A.  Montgomery McLeansville,  N.  C. 

Hertford J.  S.  Mitchell Winton,  N.  C. 

Harnett R.M.Parker Key,  N.  C. 

Johnston R.  W.  Crumpler Selma,  N.  C. 

Lincoln W.A.Graham Machpelah,  N.  C. 

Mecklenburg J.  D.  Sossaman  Charlotte.  N.  C. 

Moore S.  B.  Worthy Jonesboro,  N.  C. 

Nash P.  A.  May  .__".._' Red  Oak,  N.  C. 

Orange , J.  S.  Morrow Oaks,  N.  C. 

Pamlico T.J.  Daniels Merritt,  N.  C. 

Person L.  B.  Scott Sermora,  N.  C. 

Robeson G.  M.  D.  Howard  St.  Paul,  N.  C. 

Rowan J.  A.  Fisher ._.  . .Salisbury,  N.  C. 

Tyrrell G.  A.  Hussey Gum  Neck,  N.  C. 

Wake W.  B.  Upchurch Morrisville.  N.  C. 

Warren W.  B.  Fleming Ridgeway,  N.  C. 

Washington H.  P.  Alexander Plymouth,  N.  C. 

Wayne H.  T.  Jones Goldsboro,  N.  C. 

AVilson Seth  H.  Tvson ^Saratoga,  N.  C. 

Showing  twenty-nine  counties  represented. 

The  Chair  announced  the  Alliance  duly  organized 
and  ready  for  business,  and  that  under  section  2,  Art. 
II  of  the  Constitution,  the  Alliance  could  elect  a  tem- 
porary President. 

On  motion,  the  Alliance  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
a  temporary  President,  which  resulted  in  the  election, 
by  acclamation,  of  delegate  Bro.  J.  S.  Mitchell  of 
Hertford  County. 

Bro.  Mitchell,  in  well  chosen  language,  acknowl- 
edged the  honor  and  returned  thanks  for  same,  and 
gave  a  useful  and  interesting  talk. 

Bro.  T.  M.  Allen  of  Person  County,  whose  Sub  had 
gone  down,  was,  on  motion,  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the 
hall. 

Reports  of  officers  being  next  in  order,  were  called 
for. 

President  John  Graham  being  detained  at  home  on 
account  of  severe  illness  of  his  son,  did  not  send  in  his 
report. 

Secretary-Treasurer  J.  T.  B.  Hoover  read  his  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted. 

It  is  as  follows  : 
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REPORT  OF  SECRETARY-TREASURER. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance: 

Brethren  : — In  obedience  to  custom,  I  herewith  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  State  Alli- 
ance, and  with  the  report,  also  tender  such  rec  jmmendations  as  I  may 
think  of  benefit  and  interest  to  the  Order.  This  office  is  in  reality  the 
thermometer  of  the  Order,  and  he  who  has  the  honor  to  fill  the  posi- 
tion has  only  to  watch  the  dial  face  of  the  reports  as  they  come  in  to 
know  the  condition  of  the  organization  as  to  numbers  and  interest. 
The  figures  appended  in  this  report  do  not  indicate  that  measure  of 
success  that  we  would  like.  But  we  are  to  take  into  consideration 
many  other  things  beside  mere  figures :  these  in  fact  can  only  be  use- 
ful as  they  point  out  errors  and  show  us  a  remedy  for  them  in  the  fu- 
ture. The  history  of  farmer  organizations  in  the  past  does  not  en- 
courage us  to  hope  for  stability;  but  it  does  establish  the  fact  that 
they  have  always  tended  to  the  better  condition  of  agriculture.  This 
is  true  of  the  Alliance:  while  it  has  not  the  numbers  it  once  had,  still 
the  demands  they  have  made  and  the  argument  they  have  brought 
forward  in  justice  of  their  demands,  have  so  brought  them  before  the 
people,  that  they  are  the  living  issues  to-day  in  the  political  world 
and  are  so  pregnant  with  truth  that  they  will  not  down. 

But  the  end  is  not  yet:  to  simply  discover  a  truth  is  not  enough. 
There  must  be  effort  to  direct  this  truth  into  action.  This  is  a  chief 
mission  of  the  Alliance  ;  and  the  problem  of  maintaining  the  organiza- 
tion until  its  power  is  felt  in  materializing  their  demands  is  the  one 
to  be  solved. 

Among  the  many  plans  suggested,  it  seems  to  me  the  one  that  ap- 
peals with  the  most  reason  to  our  people  is  the  one  that  promises  pres- 
ent benefit  (the  question  as  to  what  will  pay  me  now  to  belong  to  the 
Alliance?)  If  a  plan  by  which  a  member  could  see — and  plainly  see — 
that  he  is  to  reap  a  reward  could  be  adopted,  such  would  not  only  add 
more  members,  but  consolidate  the  membership  we  now  have.  This 
plan  we  outlined  in  our  last  report — that  is,  a  benefit  in  case  of  sick- 
ness or  death.  With  the  many  plans  now  in  use  and  with  the  experi- 
ence of  other  Orders  that  carry  them  successfully,  together  with  the 
figures  collected  by  the  best  actuaries,  surely  such  plan  can  be  effected 
with  our  present  numbers. 

The  lecture  system  of  the  Alliance  is  still  paralyzed.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  efforts  that  have  been  made  at  each  State  meeting  for  the  past 
several  years,  nothing  has  been  done  in  this  direction  of  consequence. 
Your  State  Lecturer  has  indeed  been  sent  out  on  a  short  trip.  Your 
State  Business  Agent  has  been  in  a  few  counties.  I  have  been  to  a 
few.  Onlv  those  counties  have  been  visited  by  me  that  have  offered 
to  pay  my  expenses,  and  have  done  so,  and  yet  there  have  been  invi- 
tations to  visit  other  places  ;  but  for  want  of  funds  I  have  taken  no 
steps.  Still  the  Macedonian  cry  comes  up  from  all  parts  of  the  State, 
"  Gome  over  and  help  us."  I  can  but  say  right  here  that  I  have  never 
seen  more  interest  manifested  to  renew  the  Alliance  work  than  the 
year  just  passed  ;  yet  nothing  has  been  done,  and  your  flag  has  trailed 
in  many  places  in  the  State,  where  it  once  proudly  floated  to  the  breeze, 
and  where  it  ought  to  have  been  unfurled  the  year  just  closed.  In 
view  of  this  fact,  it  seems  to  me  that  you  should  look  into  this  matter 
with  care,  and  if  possible  develop  some  plan  to  carry  on  the  system. 
"  The  harvest  truly  is  great,  but  the  laborers  are  few." 

I  believe  with  a  thoroughly  organized  Lecture  System  that  the  Order 
would  take  on  new  life.     When  the  Alliance  was  first  organized,  it 
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pointed  out  with  prophetic  accuracy  the  present  condition  of  affairs 
and  held  out  the  signal  of  warning  of  what  has  come ;  hence  it  is  fu- 
tile to  longer  discuss  the  necessity  of  organized  power  to  combat  the 
evils  that  beset  the  Nation.  The  hydra-headed  monster  of  combina- 
tions and  trusts,  together  with  the  spirit  of  imperialism,  and  military- 
ism  that  is  showing  itself  so  plainly,  calls  for  some  energetic  action  to 
save  the  liberty  of  the  people ;  and  since  we  have  seen  that  a  Sovereign 
State  has  not  the  power  to  even  tax  their  corporations  without  the 
consent  of  the  Federal  Judiciary,  we  need  some  power  to  save  if  pos- 
sible, and  preserve  State  rights  itself.  And  while  the  object  of  the 
Alliance  was  to  help  the  farmer,  we  find  that  this  octopus  of  wealth 
is  fast  reaching  out  and  gathering  in  its  folds  other  occupations,  and 
if  continued  for  a  few  more  years,  no  one  can  conjecture  the  extent  of 
this  organized  evil. 

Your  attention  is  invited  to  an  examination  of  the  new  Ritual.  We 
are  now  using  it  largely,  and  I  have  tried  to  press  its  use  so  as  to  have 
uniformity  throughout  the  State. 

The  matter  of  Regalia  is  also  brought  to  your  attention.  We  be- 
lieve the  Regalia  presented  for  your  inspection  will  add  some  interest 
to  the  young  membership. 

I  truly  hope  that  in  your  deliberations  as  a  State  body,  many  new 
plans  for  the  growth  of  this  Alliance  will  be  developed  and  the  ma- 
chinery put  into  active  operation. 

I  respectfully  submit  my  financial  statement  of  Receipts  and  Dis- 
bursements : 

AMOUNT  ON  HAND  AT  BEGINNING  OF  THE  NEW  ALLIANCE 

YEAR. 

RECEIPTS. 

Cash  on  hand $214.18 

Rituals  and  supplies 29.22 

Outs  and  ads  in  minutes 35.00 

Fees  and  dues 580.32 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

Officers'  expense  State  Alliance  1898 $  61.50 

Labor  and  sundries 6.50 

Portage,  Express  and  office 78.38 

Printing  and  stationery 50.70 

Amount  refunded  on  fees  and  dues 4.00 

Rituals  and  supplies 15.45 

Salary  of  John  Graham,  President 100.00 

Salary  of  Secretary-Treasurer  Hoover 500.00 

$816.53 

Balance  on  hand $  42.19 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  T.  B.  Hoover,  Secretary-Treasurer. 
August  7,  1899— E.&O.E. 

State  Lecturer,  Dr.  V.  N.  Seawell,  asked  for  an  ex- 
tension of  time  in  which,  to  finish  his  report,  which 
was  granted. 
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Chaplain  W.  S.  Mercer  made  a  short  verbal  report. 
Report  of  State  Business  Agent,  T.  B.  Parker,  was 
read,  received,  and  on  motion  adopted  as  follows  : 

STATE  BUSINESS  AGENT'S  REPORT. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  State  Alliance: 

Brethren: — I  regret  that  I  am  unable  in  this  report  to  lay  before 
you  a  statement  of  increased  activity  and  volume  in  business  done 
through  tee  State  Business  Agency. 

Several  unavoidable  circumstances  have  materially  operated  against 
business  of  every  description,  the  merchants  of  our  State  feeling  the 
effects  as  well  as  this  Agency.  For  nearly  two  months  last  fall  during 
the  campaign,  business  was  badly  crippled.  The  severe  cold  and  un- 
settled weather  of  the  winter  seemed  to  prevent  the  brethren  from 
sending  in  their  usual  orders  for  that  season.  That  followed  by  the 
almost  unprecedented  low  prices  in  the  truck  crops  of  the  eastern 
section  of  the  State,  has  had  the  effect  of  reducing  our  volume  of  busi- 
ness. With  that,  however,  we  reduced  expenses,  so  that  the  financial 
condition  of  this  office  is  in  a  healthy  state. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  State  Alliance  I  was  instructed  to  go  be- 
fore the  Railroad  Commission  and  endeavor  to  secure  a  reduction  in 
the  tonnage  required  to  make  a  car  load  of  fertilizers  from  fifteen 
tons  to  ten  tons.  In  company  with  your  Secretary-Treasurer,  Brother 
Hoover,  and  Bro.  H.  T.  Jones  from  Wayne,  we  went  before  that  body 
and  presented  argument  why  this  reduction  should  be  made  in  justice 
to  the  farmers  of  this  State.  The  Commission  declined  to  make  any 
changes  in  their  former  rulings ;  so  nothing  was  accomplished. 

After  the  Railroad  Commission  had  been  abolished  and  the  Corpo- 
ration Commission  had  been  created,  I,  with  Mr.  Cunningham  of  the 
Agricultural  Department,  and  Mr.  Battle  their  attorney,  went  before 
the  latter  body,  and  again  I  presented  argument  as  best  I  could,  show- 
ing that  the  then  existing  tonnage  was  working  an  injury  to  our  far- 
mers and  State  generally  by  discriminating  against  them  as  compared 
with  other  States  that  were  enjoying  a  tonnage  of  ten  tons  to  the  car 
load.  The  Commission  saw  the  justice  of  our  claim  and  granted  our 
request.  The  several  railroads  in  the  State  made  exceptions  to  this 
ruling;  so  I  again  appeared  before  the  Commission.  There  being  no 
good  reason  advanced  by  the  railroad  officials  sustaining  their  excep- 
tions, the  Commission  stood  by  its  former  ruling,  and  the  ten  tons 
minimum  was  declared  to  take  the  place  of  the  former  fifteen  tons 
minimum  that  governed  shipments  of  fertilizers.  The  Seaboard  Air 
Line  appealed  from  this  ruling  and  secured  an  injunction  from  Judge 
Simonton  restraining  the  Commission  from  applying  this  ruling  to  the 
Carolina  Central  Road.  The  Commission  has  secured  counsel  and  will 
defend  their  position. 

In  this  connection  I  wish  to  state  that  I  was  unable  to  make  as  de- 
sirable a  contract  for  fertilizers  for  this  year's  trade  as  we  have  been 
enjoying,  thus  reducing  our  commission  over  $1,500  from  what  we 
had  reason  to  expect.  Your  committee  appointed  to  make  fertilizer 
contracts  labored  faithfully,  and  finally  accepted  what  they  consid- 
ered the  best  offer  in  sight.  I  am  sure  there  will  necessarily  be  some 
changes  made  along  this  line. 

During  the  winter  I  again  started  up  the  shoe  factory  and  ran  it 
about  three  months.    There  had  accumulated  a  considerable  quantity 
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of  scrap  leather  from  former  operations  that  I  felt  could  be  worked 
up  into  children's  and  other  shoes,  and  turned  into  a  saleable  article, 
which,  if  thrown  on  the  market  as  raw  material,  would  not  bring  twen- 
ty-five per  cent,  of  its  original  cost.  As  an  illustration  of.  the  correct- 
ness of  my  opinion,  at  your  last  meeting  I  reported  about  $150  worth 
of  leather  in  the  hands  of  a  commission  merchant.  When  the  returns 
came  in,  they  amounted  only  to  about  $50,  and  this  for  whole  stock.  I 
consider  the  three  months  use  of  the  factory  money  well  spent.  Bro. 
R.  K.  Stone,  an  experienced  shoe  man,  superintended  the  work  in  a 
faithful  manner,  and  deserves  commendation  for  his  untiring  efforts 
in  trying  to  make  the  venture  a  success. 

The  Executive  Committee  authorized  me  to  place  Dr.  Seawell  on 
the  road  for  two  months  to  travel  in  the  interest  of  the  Alliance  by 
selling  shoes,  lecturing,  etc.  The  unprecedented  bad  weather  inter- 
fered with  the  brother's  appointments,  and  as  a  result  his  efforts  were 
not  crowned  with  the  success  that  we  all  expected.  There  were  days 
and  possibly  weeks  in  which  he  could  not  reach  an  appointment,  and 
if  he  had  gone  no  one  would  have  met  him. 

It  has  been  the  pleasure  of  your  State  Business  Agent  to  accept  the 
invitation  of  some  of  the  brethren  to  meet  with  them  at  their  County 
meetings.  During  July  I  was  with  the  brethren  at  these  meetings  in 
Wake,  Wayne,  and  Robeson  counties.  In  each  of  these  counties  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  enjoying  in  the  fullest  sense  the  hospitality  or  these 
brethren  and  formed  acquaintances  that  will  ever  be  a  pleasant  re- 
membrance. If  my  going  among  them  shall  result  in  the  smallest 
degree  in  an  increase  in  Alliance  interests,  I  shall  consider  the  time 
well  spent. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  announce  to  you  that  I  have  paid  off 
the  mortgage  resting  on  the  Shoe  Factory,  and  turn  it  over  to  you  free 
from  encumbrance.  No  act  that  I  have  performed  since  I  have  been 
here  has  given  me  more  real  pleasure  than  this.  This  money,  together 
with  that  derived  from  the  sale  of  a  $1,000 bond,  has  enabled  us  to  pay 
a  $3,000  debt  that  was  secured  by  three  $1,000  bonds,  and  added  to  our 
S.  B.  A.  fund  $2,000  in  bonds,  thus  securing  to  this  fund  $9,000  instead 
of  $7,000,  as  reported  last  year.  The  report  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee and  Trustee  will  probably  give  you  fuller  information  concern- 
ing this. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  state  that  I  have  not  the  time  here  to  give  a 
detailed  tabulated  statement  of  the  business  of  my  office,  which  has 
already  been  given  the  Executive  Committee,  but  can  be  added  to  this 
so  as  to  form  part  of  this  report. 

I  further  desire  to  acknowledge  the  courtesies  of  all  the  officers  and 
brethren  in  their  desire  to  assist  me  in  advancing  the  interests  of  the 
Alliance.  To  Bro.  Hoover  am  I  especially  indebted  for  courtesies  and 
assistance  by  advice  and  otherwise. 

Before  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  mention  the  faithfulness  and 
efficiency  which  Bro.  Murphy  has  shown  as  bookkeeper.  His  labors 
are  entitled  to  appreciation. 

Wishing  you  a  pleasant  and  profitable  session,  and  hoping  that  some 
plan  may  be  devised  to  again  place  the  benefits  of  the  Alliance  before 
the  people,  I  am,  Fraternally, 

T.  B.  Parker,  Stale  Business  Agent. 
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VALUATION    OF    MERCHANDISE    IIANDLED    BY    THE    ALLIANCE     BUSINESS 
AGENCY    FROM    AUGUST    1,    1898,    TO    AUGUST    1,   1899. 

Sugar,  lard,  rice,  hominy,  pepper,  spices, 
Groceries.  flacon,  salr,  molasses,  coffee,  flour,  soda, 

i4xle  grease,  ship  stuff,  bran,  etc $  1,891.03 

Sorghum,  grass,  clover,  rye,  oats,  wheat, 
Seeds.  fieans,  potatoes,  lawn  grass,  garden  seed, 

Alfalfa,   etc 701.84 

Stoves,  farm  bells,  nails,  paints,  shovels, 
Hardware.        fiarbed  wire,   pitchforks,   brushes,   hoes, 

Axes,   etc 1,885.74 

Saddles,  wagons,  road  carts,  feed  cutters, 
Miscellaneous,  buggies,  harness,  cotton  and  corn  planters, 

Alliance  sewing  machines,  organs,  shoes,  7,477.72 

Fertilizers.         117,672.70 

$      129,626.03 

Number  of  tons  of  fertilizers  sold- 6,193  3-10 

Number  of  sewing  machines  sold 131 

Report  of  W.  A.  Graham,  Trustee  of  the  Business 
Agency  Fund,  was  then  read,  accepted  and  adopted, 
as  follows  : 

REPORT  OF  TRUSTEE  OF  BUSINESS   AGENCY  FUND. 

1899. 

Aug.  1.     The  fund  consists  of — 

$9,000  N.  C.  4  percent,  bonds $  9,000.00 

Loan '_     103.39 

$  9,103.39 
Deed  of  trust  on  headquarters  property  at  Hillsboro, 
except  shoe  machinery  and  building  in  which  lo- 
cated   10,218.00 

Total  (face  value) $19,321.39 

Received  of  T.  B.  Parker,  State  Business 
Agent, by  order  of  Executive  Committee, 
payment  in  full  of  mortgage  on  shoe  ma- 
chinery and  building  in  which  located_-$l,723.03 

Paid  T.  B.  Parker,  State  Business  Agent, 

to  settle  debt  of  former  Business  Agent $1,619.64 

Balance $    103.39 

Sold  by  order  of  Executive  Committee  one 
N.  C$1,000  4  per  cent,  bond $1,100.00 

Paid  to  State  Business  Agent  to  settle  old 
debt $1,100.00 
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Paid  State  Business  Agent  to  settle  old 

•    debt $2,808.23 

As  follows : 

One  N.  0.  $1,000  bond $1,100.00 

Cash  received  from  mortgage ri.  -••-  1,619.64 

Cash  received  from  earnings  of  fund 88.59 

$2,808.23 

EARNINGS    OF    FUND. 


August  1. 

1899. 

Jan'ry    1. 

June     22. 

22. 

July       1*. 


On  hand 

Coupons  on  $1,000  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bond 

Six  months  interest  on  mortgage 

Coupons  on  two  $1,000  N.  C.  4s 

Coupons  on  seven  $1,000  N.  C.  4s 


$     106.05 

300.00 
48.59 
40.00 

140.00 

$   634.64 


1898. 

August.     Expense  to  State  Alliance $  10.80 

Express  on  bond  omitted  in  last  report.-  1.15 

Salary  of  Trustee 250.00 

Expense  to  Charlotte  (two  trips) 5.00 

Postage  and  stationery 3.30 

Paid  T.  B.  Parker,  S.  B.  Agent,  on  debts 

of  former  S.  B.  Agent 88.59 

358.84 

Balance $   175.80 

Receipts  but  no  money  were  passed  by  Trustee  and  S.  B.  Agent  for 
interest  on  mortgages  due  January  1st. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  A.  Graham, 
Trustee  B.  A.  F. 


Bro.  J.  W.  Denmark,  Chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  said  his  committee  desired  more  time  in 
which  to  make  their  report.     Time  was  granted. 

The  Report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  being  called 
for,  the  Chairman  reported  that  nothing  had  come 
before  the  committee  during  the  year  just  closed. 

On  motion,  adjourned  to  meet  at  8  o'clock  this 
evening-. 
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EVENING  SESSION. 

August  8,  1899. 

The  delegates  assembled,  and  the  Alliance  was 
called  to  order  promptly  at  8  O'clock,  Bro.  J.  S. 
Mitchell,  President  pro  tern.,  in  the  chair. 

Hymn  "  Nearer,  My  God,  to  Thee,"  was  sung  with 
spirit  by  the  Alliance,  Bro.  W.  A.  Parker  at  the 
organ. 

Pres.  Mitchell  announced  the  following 

committees: 

Committee  on  Publication. — J.  F.  Click,  J.  P.  Sos- 
samon,  J.  T.  B.  Hoover,  V.  N.  Seawell. 

Committee  on  Lecturing. — W.  B.  Upchurch,  J.  S. 
Morrow,  S.  B.  Worthy,  R.  W.  Crumpler,  E.  A. 
Moore,  L.  B.  Scott. 

Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolutions. — J.  C. 
Bain,  R.  T.  Kernodle,  J.  G.  Hodges,  H.  T.  Jones,  S. 
H.   Tyson,  J.  J.  Wilder. 

Committee  on  Insurance  and  Benefits. — G.  A.  Hus- 
sey,  W.  G.  Barnes,  F.  B.  Parker,  W.  A.  Graham. 

Committee  on  Business  Agency. — J.  J.  Jenkins,  G. 
M.  D.  Howard,  H.  T.  Jones,  J.  A.  Fisher,  R.  T. 
Kernodle. 

Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. — W.  A. 
Graham,  H.  P.  Alexander,  P.  A.  May,  D.  A.  Mont- 
gomery, T.  J.  Daniels,  W.  B.  Fleming,  J.  J.  Jenkins. 

Committee  on  Manufacturing. — W.  B.  Fleming,  G. 
A.  Hussey,    H.  Morton,   A.  Hampton,   R.  M.  Parker. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
read  a  letter  from  Assistant  Lecturer  Bro.  W.  H. 
Davis  of  Vance,  who  was  not  able  to  be  at  this  meet- 
ing- 

RESOLUTIONS 

were  introduced  as  follows: 

No.  1 — By  W.  A.  Graham,  on  suspension  of  order. 
Resolution  No.  1  was  taken  up  and  passed  as  follows: 
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Resolved,  That  the  payment  by  the  Trustee  of  the  B.  A.  Fund  of 
twenty-eight  hundred  and  eight  and  23-1C0  dollars  by  order  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  to  the  State  Business  Agent,  to  settle  debts  con- 
tracted by  former  State  Business  Agent,  is  hereby  approved  and  rat- 
ified. 

No.  2. — By  W.  A.  Graham,  relative  to  Experiment 
Farm  at  Headquarters. 

Very  interesting  speeches  were  made  on  this  reso- 
lution by  Prof.  F.  E.  Emery,  W.  A.  Graham,  T.  B. 
Parker,  Hoover  and  others,  and 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  Committee  on  De- 
mands and  Resolutions. 

On  motion,  udjourned  to  meet  Wednesday  morning, 
at  9  o'clock. 

MORNINO    SESSION. 

Wednesday,  August  9,  1899. 

At  9  a.  m.  sharp  President  pro  tern.  J.  S.  Mitchell 
called  the  Alliance  to  order,  and  proceeded  to  open  in 
due  form. 

Bro.  J.  J.  Jenkins  moved  that  copies  of  reports  be 
furnished  the  various  committees   at  once.     Carried. 

Bro.  J.  C.  Bain,  Chairman  Committee  on  Demands 
and  Resolutions,  reported  on  Resolution  2,  recom- 
mending that  it  be  adopted. 

On  motion  to  adopt,  there  was  quite  a  spirited  dis- 
cussion, after  which, 

On  motion  of  Bro.  G.  M.  D.  Howard  of  Robeson, 
the  resolution  was  tabled. 

Resolution  No.  8  was  introduced  by  Committee  on 
Demands  and  Resolutions,  and  placed  upon  the  cal- 
endar. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Denmark,  Chairman,  read  report  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  which  was  received  and  referred 
to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

The  report  was  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Your  Executive  Committee  begs  leave  to  report  for  the  year  just 
closed  as  follows: 

The  Stale  Business  Agent  and  Trustee  have  already  made  their 
reports,  to  which  your  attention  is  called. 
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At  the  beginning  of  the  year  .your  Agency  was  carrying  a  note  of 
$3,000  in  bank,  on  which  the  Agency  was  paying  $15  per  month  inter- 
est. This  note  was  secured  by  a  deposit  of  $3,000  in  N.  0.  4  per  cent, 
bonds  by  the  Trustee.  Yonr  Oommittee  authorized  the  Trustee  to 
dispose  of  one  $1,000  bond,  for  which  he  realized  $1,100.  This  was 
supplemented  by  the  Trustee  and  Business  Agency,  and  the  $3,000note 
cancelled.  By  this  transaction  a  $3,000  note  was  taken  up  and  at  the 
same  time  a  $2,000  mortgage  on  the -shoe  factory  and  machinery  was 
raised,  thus  increasing  our  unhampered  bonds  in  the  custody  of  your 
Trustee  from  seven  to  nine  thousand  dollars,  which  shows  improve- 
ment in  our  financial  condition. 

For  the  operation  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer's  office  we  call  your 
special  attention  to  the  report  of  that  officer. 

We  have  examined  the  books  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  the  State 
Business  Agency  and  report  of  the  Trustee,  which  have  all  been  found 
correct. 


THE    SHOE    EACTORV. 

Owing  to  environments  and  the  conditions  which  have  hampered 
the  work,  the  operations  of  the  Shoe  Factory  have  not  been  entirely 
satisfactory  to  your  Committee,  and  have  been  suspended  for  the 
year,  with  the  exception  of  about  three  months  during  the  winter, 
when  it  was  run  in  order  to  work  off  cut  stock  and  fill  sorts  in  finished 
shoes,  and  to  leave  as  little  waste  as  possible  in  materials.  This  work 
enabled  your  Agency  to  fill  many  orders  for  shoes,  and  at  the  same 
time  increased  orders  for  other  goods. 

THE    TANNERY. 

The  Tannery  has  been  standing  idle  since  our  last  report.  We  are, 
however,  at  this  time  considering  a  proposition  to  lease  the  property, 
If  successful  arrangements  are  effected,  the  Tannery  may  be  in  opera- 
tion in  a  short  time  under  other  management. 

The  general  condition  of  the  Order  has  not  been  and  is  not  such  as 
we  all  realize  it  oughtto  be.  "  Howshall  we  better  this  condition?"  is 
the  question  for  the  serious,  prayerful  consideration  of  this  Body. 
To  this  end  we  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  strong  conservative 
committee  to  consider  methods  and  make  suggestions  to  this  body  in 
writing,  in  shape  of  an  address  to  our  fellow  farmers  and  producers, 
setting  forth  the  needs  for  thorough,  compact  organization,  together 
with  purposes  of  our  Order,  and  inviting  all  who  are  eligible  to  unite 
with  us,  that  we  may  be  a  help  to  them  and  they  to  us,  and,  altogether 
in  solid  union,  a  benefit  to  our  country. 

We  again  renew  our  recommendation  of  a  year  ago.  In  view  of  the 
shrinkage  of  receipts  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasury  Department,  see- 
ing the  needs  of  a  more  effectual  lecture  system,  we  recommend 
that  the  office  of  State  Business  Agent  and  Secretary-Treasurer  be 
consolidated  and  the  savings  thereby  be  held  as  a  separate  and  distinct 
lecture  fund,  after  paying  the  State  Business  Agent  $100  for  this 
work,  and  we  further  recommend  that  the  salary  of  your  State  Busi- 
ness Agent  and  Secretary-Treasurer  combined  shall  not  exceed  $1,500 
per  year,  including  all  clerk  hire. 
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We  further  report  that  we  find  the  lands  and  some  of  the  rooms 
have  been  rented  during  the  year  just  closed  for  cash,  $200.25,  and  for 
one-third  of  the  crop  of  corn  on  a  few  acres,  and  the  taxes  and  insurance 
on  the  property  are  $146.07  per  year. 

J.  W.  Denmark,  Ch'mn. 

W.  B.  Fleming. 

J.  E.  Person. 

Thos.  J.  Oldham. 

Report  of  Dr.  V.  N.  Seawell  was  submitted,  read, 
received  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Lecturing,  as 
follows : 

REPORT  OF  STATE  LECTURER. 

To   the    Officers    and   Members   of  the  North   Carolina  Farmers'   State 
Alliance. 

Brethren:  Could  your  Lecturer  report  a  very  successful  work 
during  the  past  year  then  this  report  could  be  made  with  more  satis- 
faction to  himself  and  to  the  brethren. 

Since  being  honored  with  this  position  enough  work  has  been  done 
to  enable  him  to  see  the  possibilities  in  the  lecture  system,  and  to 
grieve  over  the  seeming  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  Alliance  in  foster- 
ing and  sustaining  this  all  important  branch.  As  it  will  be  impossible 
for  the  present  incumbent  to  again  accept  the  position,  he  feels  that 
he  can,  with  less  fear  of  being  considered  selfish,  urge  the  Alliance  to 
adopt  some  plan  to  keep  an  efficient  lecturer  in  the  field  continually, 
and  not  make  the  mistake  of  simply  sending  out  a  man  during  a  time 
of  year  when  the  snows  and  chill  blasts  of  winter  chill  his  bones  and 
freeze  out  all  his  good  intentions,  and  expect  him  to  do  a  great,  grand 
and  glorious  work,  with  the  memory  of  pleasant  firesides  and  a 
meagre  salary  clinging  to  him  with  persistency.  While  you,  brethren, 
are  discussing  fertilizers  and  perfecting  plans  to  build  up  the  Order 
by  getting  cheaper  rates  on  railroads,  and  spending  your  money  on 
different  kinds  of  enterprises  and  neglecting  the  lecture  system,  you 
are  simply  guarding  the  bung-hole  while  everything  is  being  wasted 
at  the  spigot. 

After  our  last  meeting  here  I,  by  request,  visited  Nash  County  to 
assist  the  brethren  over  there  in  building  up  the  Order  in  waste 
places.  In  honor  of  our  coming  the  brethren  gave  us  a  grand  ovation, 
known  in  common  parlance  as  a  picnic,  etc. 

After  this  several  points  in  the  County  were  visited,  and  good 
crowds  met  us.  AVe  wound  up  with  the  County  Alliance  at  Rhodes', 
where  the  brethren  gave  us  a  cordial  reception,  and  the  day  was 
pleasantly  and  profitably  spent.  This  was  a  two  weeks  trip  from 
home,  which,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  state,  was  without  remunera- 
tion, though  the  brethren  kindly  paid  our  expenses  and  entertained 
us  in  princely  style  while  in  their  midst. 

Early  in  January, after  every  frugal,  wide-awake  man  has  always  laid 
his  plans  for  the  ensuing  year,  Bro.  Parker  notified  me  of  the  action 
of  the  Executive  Committee  in  ordering  me  into  the  field  for  two 
months.  I  have  always  obeyed  the  behests  of  the  Alliance,  and  there- 
fore I  had  to  abandon  some  of  my  private  plans  and  prepare  at  once 
for  the  work.  I  made  a  trip  to  Hillsboro  and  back  for  shoe  samples 
at  my  own  expense,  and  sentout  appointments,  and  commenced  work 
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the  21st  of  January.  In  a  few  days  my  work  was  interfered  with  by 
weather  in  which  the  earth  was  clothed  in  a  beautiful  garb  of  heaven's 
manufacture.  I  was  caught  away  from  home,  and  tried  to  plod  on 
and  fill  my  appointments,  but  found  that  the  Alliance  enthusiasm 
had  froze  up  and  the  brethren  would  not  come  out.  In  this  dilemma 
it  occurred  to  me  that  in  a  snow  was  a  good  time  to  sell  shoes,  so  I 
exposed  my  samples  and  began  taking  orders,  and  as  the  merchants 
nearly  all  turned  me  down  with  an  emphatic  "  No,"  I  began  to  take 
individual  orders  from  Alliancemen,  and  as  a  result  of  two  or  three 
days  work  I  sent  Bro.  Parker  about  a  sixty  dollar  cash  order  for  shoes. 
I  continued  until  in  a  few  days  another  snow,  a  regular  Klondyke 
blizzard,  came  down  upon  us,  and  almost  completely  blocked  my 
work,  but  I  finished  my  two  months  work  very  unsatisfactorily  to 
myself  about  the  middle  of  April.  There  were  many  appointments 
which  had  to  be  recalled,  and  which  I  hope  my  successor  may  visit  the 
coming  fall. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  especially  thanking  Bro.  Parker, 
under  whose  direction  I  worked,  for  his  exceeding  kindness  to  me  in 
all  my  dealings  with  him.  Also  to  Bro.  Hoover  and  the  other  officers 
of  the  Alliance,  as  well  as  brethren  and  friends  who  so  hospitably  en- 
tertained me  while  among  them. 

Thanking  the  brethren  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me,  and  also 
your  confidence  reposed  in  me  during  the  two  past  years, 
Respectfully  submitted, 

V.  N.  Sea  well, 
State  Lecturer. 

Resolution  3  was  taken  up  and  read,  amended  and 
adopted.     The  resolution  as  adopted  is  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Alliance  instruct  the  State  Business  Agent 
to  sell  shoes  to  the  brethren  present  at  this  meeting  by  the  pair  at 
wholesale  prices. 

2.  That  the  State  Business  Agent  be  further  instructed  to  sell  the 
refused,  or  old,  stock  of  shoes  to  the  brethren  or  trade  in  any  way 
that  will  be  to  the  best  interest  of  the  Alliance,  unwarranted, 

3.  That  the  Executive  Committee  regulate  rate  per  cent,  of  dis- 
count on  this  old  stock. 

On  motion,  the  election  of  officers  was  made  special 
order  for  9  o'clock  Thursday  evening. 
On  motion,  adjourned,  to  meet  at  2  p.  m. 


AFTERNOON    SESSION. 

Wednesday,  August  9,  1899. 

President  Mitchell  called  the  Alliance  to  order  at  2 
p.  M. 

Bro.  Geo.  R.  Hussey,  Chairman  Committee  on  Insur- 
ance and  Benefit,  submitted  their  report. 
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On  motion,  the  report  was  adopted,  as  follows: 
REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  INSURANCE. 

Your  Committee,  having  carefully  considered  the  question  of  insur- 
ance, respectfully  report  that  they  do  not  consider  it  expedient  that 
the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  should,  as  a  body,  adopt 
any  particular  company  for  the  insurance  of  the  brethren,  but  we 
recommend  to  the  careful  consideration  of  the  members  of  the  Sub- 
Alliances  the  principles  represented  in  the  People's  Mutual  Benevo- 
lent Association,  believing  that  life  insurance  is  too  much  neglected 
by  our  members,  and  that  to  the  detriment  of  their  families  at  their 
death. 

Geo.  A.  Hxtssey,  Chairman. 

The  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws, 
through  Bro.  W.  A.  Graham,  Chairman,  reported  the 
recommendation  of  the  Executive  Committee  with 
regard  to  consolidation  of  offices  of  Secretary-Treas- 
urer and  State  Business  Agent  without  prejudice  for 
action. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Lecturing  was  read  and 
placed  on  calendar. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Business  Agency  was  read, 
and,  on  motion,  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

After  discussion  by  State  Business  Agent  Bro.  W. 
S.  Barnes  and  others,  the  report  was  adopted,  as 
follows: 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  BUSINESS  AGENCY. 

Whereas,  We  are  informed  and  believe  that  the  Durham  Fertili- 
zer Company  has  been  selling  the  Official  Brand  of  fertilizers  to 
County  Business  Agents  at  two  dollars  less  per  ton  than  the  State 
Business  Agent  sells  the  same  brand ;  and 

AVhereas,  Certain  impressions  have  gone  out  among  Alliancemen 
that  they  are  not  being  treated  fairly  in  this  matter,  that  has  worked 
great  injury  to  the  Alliance  ; 

Resolved,  That  we  ask  our  State  Business  Agent  to  explain  this 
matter  to  the  State  Alliance  assembled,  so  that  we  may  be  able  to 
explain  to  our  brethren  at  home  the  cause  of  this  difference  in  prices 
of  our  fertilizers.  J.  J.  Jenkins,  Chairman. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Manufacturing  was  taken 
up,  and  adopted,  as  follows  : 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  MANUFACTURING. 

We,  the  Committee,  not  being  as  well  informed  as  we  would  wish, 
and  with  our  knowledge  of  past  experience,  we  do  not  feel  that  we 
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are  in  a  position  to  advise  the  running  of  the  shoe  factory.  Neither 
would  we  advise  that  the  factory  be  sold,  but  if  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, in  their  judgment,  think  it  advisable  to  use  the  funds  avail- 
able in  excess  of  seven  thousand  dollars,  they  may  at  any  time  during 
the  year  operate  the  factory  to  such  an  extent  as  said  fund  will  jus- 
tify. But  we  advise  that  if  the  shoe  factory  be  run  that  it  make  only 
one  grade  of  shoes,  namely,  a  work  shoe  to  suit  men,  women  and 
children.  Eespectfully  submitted, 

W.  B.  Fleming,  Chairman, 
For  Committee. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Business  Agency  is  taken 
up  and  adopted,  as  follows  : 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  BUSINESS  AGENCY. 

The  Committee  on  Business  Agency  beg  leave  to  report  that  we 
have  examined  the  report  of  Bro.  T.  B.  Parker,  State  Business  Agent, 
and  heartily  endorse  the  same,  and  recommend  its  adoptiou. 

J.  J.  Jenkins,  Chairman. 

Resolution  "N,'1  by  G.  A.  Hussey,  was  introduced 
and  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws. 

Resolution  ktO"  was  introduced  by  S.  B.  Worthy, 
and  referred  to  Committee  on  Demands  and  Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution  "P,"  by  W.  A.  Graham,  to  Committee 
on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  "  K  "  was  taken  from  calendar,  discussed 
and  adopted,  as  follows  : 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON   LECTURING. 

We,  your  Committee  on  Lecturing,  believing  the  harvest  is  ripe 
and  ready  for  Alliance  work,  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report : 

In  order  to  carry  forward  the  work  of  reorganization,  the  Lecturer, 
or  Reorganizer,  must  have  some  definite  fund  for  expenses.  We 
therefore  make  the  following  recommendations : 

First.  That  where  there  is  a  County  Lecturer  he  be  called  upon  to 
lecture  to  and  reorganize  each  dormant  Sub-Alliance  in  his  County 
and  to  organize  new  Alliances  whenever  he  can  do  so. 

Second.  We  further  recommend  that  the  State  Lecturer  either 
visit  and  lecture  in  the  Counties  where  there  are  no  Lecturer,  or  dep- 
utize some  brother  in  good  standing  to  lecture  and  reorganize  dor- 
mant Alliances  as  above. 

Third.  That  the  Lecturer  retain  fifteen  cents  of  the  quarter's  dues 
to  defray  his  expenses  for  the  above  specified  work. 

Fourth.  That  every  member  of  this  State  Alliance  be  requested  to 
do  some  personal  work  among  his  neighbors  for  the  Alliance. 

We  would  further  report  that,  after  giving  the  Lecturer's  report 
careful  consideration,  we  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  re- 
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port  be  accepted  and  made  a  part  of  the  Minutes,  and  that  Bro.  V.  N. 
Seawell  be  reimbursed  to  the  .amount  of  $5.50  for  expense  coming  to 
Hillsboro  to  get  his  samples  of  shoes  for  his  lecture  trip  last  winter. 

W.  B.  UpcHURcn,  Chairman. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  J.  W.  Denmark,  that  portion  of 
the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  which  recom- 
mends the  appointing  of  a  committee  to  draft  an  ad- 
dress was  taken  up.  After  some  remarks  the  recom- 
mendation was  adopted,  and,  on  motion,  the  President 
pro  tern,  was  instructed  to  appoint  a  committee  of  five 
to  prepare  said  address.  The  President  pro  tern,  ap- 
pointed the  following  : 

W.  A.  Graham,  Chairman  ;  T.  B.  Parker,  Prof.  P. 
E.  Emery,  Dr.  V.  N.  Seawell,  W.  B.  Fleming. 

On  motion,  President  pro  tern.  Bro.  J.  S.  Mitchell 
was  added  to  the  committee. 

Resolution  "  Q,"  by  D.  A.  Montgomery  was  taken 
up  and  adopted  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  North  Carolina 
Farmers'  State  Alliance  be  ordered  to  investigate  the  matter  of  trade- 
mark of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  Official  Guano,  and  if  the  brand 
belong  to  us  that  they  be  further  ordered  to  notify  all  persons  not  to 
use  ihe  brand  without  the  consent  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
that  they  be  empowered  to  take  such  legal  steps  as  will  secure  and 
protect  our  rights  :  that  this  shall  apply  to  all  brands  of  guano  bear- 
ing our  name. 

D.  A.  Montgomery. 

Resolution  "  R"  was  introduced  by  J.  P.  Sossamon 
and  adopted,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Progressive  Farmer  be  requested  to  publish  the 
entire  proceedings  of  the  present  State  Alliance  meeting,  or  all  that 
it  would  be  proper  to  publish. 

On  motion,  the  special  order,  the  election  of  officers, 
is  changed  from  9  to  9:30  this  evening. 

Adjourned,  to  meet  at  8  o'clock  this  evening. 

EVENING    SESSION. 

Wednesday,   August  9,  1899. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  promptly  at  8 
o'clock,  President  pro  tern.   J.  S.  Mitchell  presiding. 
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Resolutions  tkO,"  ^.S,'1  tk  P,"  "J"  and  ltN"  were 
taken  up  in  the  order  given  and  tabled. 

Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws  reported 
resolution  k'R"  without  prejudice  for  the  action  of 
the  Alliance. 

By  J.  T.  B.  Hoover : 

Resolved,  That  Articles  XII  and  XIII  be  stricken  from  the  Consti- 
tution. 

Adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

Resolution  to  change  number  of  members  of  State 
Executive  Committee  from  five  to  three  was  tabled. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution  and 
By-Laws,  on  recommendation  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee to  consolidate  the  offices  of  Secretary-Treasurer 
and  State  Business  Agent,  was  taken  from  the  table, 
and  a  substitute  by  Bro.  J.  W.  Denmark  was  adopted 
by  a  two-thirds  vote.     The  substitute  is  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  offices  of  the  State  Business  Agent  and  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer be  consolidated,  and  that  the  income  of  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  be  held  and  used  as  a  distinct  Lec- 
ture fund,  except  that  one  hundred  dollars  shall  be  applied  to  the 
payment  of  the  work  of  the  department,  and 

Resolved,  further,  That  the  salaries  of  the  State  Business  Agent  and 
Secretary-Treasurer's  Department  combined  shall  not  exceed  $1,500 
per  year,  including  cl3rk  hire. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  shall  change  the  Constitution  so  as  to 
make  it  conform  to  the  above  resolutions. 

By  D.  A.  Montgomery  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  have  as 
many  copies  of  the  address  published  as  they  in  their  judgment  may 
deem  necessary  for  gratuitous  distribution  over  the  State:  that  the 
same  may  be  put  in  the  hands  of  the  various  County  officers  for  dis- 
tribution. 

Unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  J.  C.  Bain,  the  salary  of  the  State  Lec- 
turer was  fixed  at  $600  per  year. 

Time  for  the  regular  order,  the  election  of  officers, 
having  arrived,  the  following  were  elected  for  the  en- 
suing year : 
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President — Wm.  A.  Graham • Machpelah. 

Vice  President — James  S.  Mitchell » Winton. 

Sec'y-Treas'r  &  State  Bus.  Agent — Thos.B.  Parker. .Hillsboro. 

Lecturer — Dr.  V.  N.  Seawell = ._ Faison. 

Chaplain — W.  S.  Mercer Moyuck. 

Steward — J.  0.  Bain Wade. 

Doorkeeper — G.  T.  Lane Greensboro. 

Assistant  Doorkkeper — D.  W.  AVatson Mayvvood. 

Member  Executive  Committee — Dr.  J.E.  Person Pikeville. 

By  J.  W.  Denmark  : 

Resolved,  That  when  the  special  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an 
address  shall  have  completed  its  work,  the  Secretary-Treasurer  and 
State  Business  Agent  is  hereby  instructed  to  furnish  copies  of  same 
to  all  the  newspapers  of  the  State,  with  request  that  all  papers 
friendly  to  our  organization  publish  the  same. 

Unanimously  adopted,. 
By  T.  B.  Parker  : 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Alliance  request  the  Alliancemen  through- 
out the  State  to  use  their  influence  in  pushing  sales  of  fertilizers  con- 
tracted for  by  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  next  season. 

Unanimously  adopted. 

President-elect  W.  A.  Graham  voluntarily  relin- 
quished his  salary  as  President  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  while  he  holds  two  offices  in  the  Alliance. 

By  Bro.  C.  H.  Poe  : 

Whereas,  Less  than  half  the  County  Alliances  now  send  reports  of 
quarterly  meetings  to  the  Progressive  Farmer,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  each  County  Secretary  is  hereby  requested  to  send 
to  our  State  organ  a  report  of  each  County  meeting,  and  that  lectur- 
ers furnish  it  with  regular  reports  of  their  work. 

Adopted. 

Adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 
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THIRD  DAY. 

MORNING    SESSION. 

Thursday,  August  10,  1899. 

President  pro  tern.  J.  S.  Mitchell  called  the  Alliance 
to  order  at  9  o'clock. 

Bro.  W.  A.  Graham  introduced  the  following,  which 
was  unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising  vote  : 

Resolved,  That  we  sincerely  regret  the  absence  of  our  worthy  Presi- 
dent, Bro.  John  Graham,  from  our  meeting,  and  tender  him  our  deep- 
est sympathy  in  his  affliction  by  severe  sickness  in  his  family,  and 
pray  that  our  Heavenly  Father  may  soon  restore  his  loved  one  to 
health,  and  that  the  Secretary-Treasurer  be  instructed  to  wire  him 
this  resolution. 

Motion  of  W.  A.  Graham  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Executive  Committee  borrow  from  the  Business 
Agent  sufficient  money  to  pay  the  officers  of  the  Alliance  their  dues 
for  attendance  at  this  meeting,  and  that  the  State  Business  Agent 
reimburse  himself  from  the  fees  and  dues  received  hereafter. 

Unanimously  adopted. 

The  special  order,  the  installation  of  officers,  was 
now  taken  up,  and  each  of  the  officers  elect  was  duly 
installed,  and  President  W.  A.  Graham,  with  appro- 
priate and  feeling  remarks,  took  the  chair. 

The  Alliance  then  turned  the  hall  over  to  the  Hills- 
boro  Lodge  to  illustrate  their  method  of  initiation. 
This  exhibition  could  not  but  impress  upon  all  who 
saw  it  the  solemnity  of  the  service,  and  the  more 
proper  appreciation  of  the  privileges  and  observances 
of  the  pledges  taken  in  the  initiation  into  the  Order. 

THE    ORDER    RESUMED. 

Bro.  J.  J.  Jenkins  offered  the  following,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted  : 

Whereas,  Our  success  depends  largely  upon  the  circulation  of 
papers  advocating  our  principles,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Alliance  suggest  that  the  following  be 
made  a  part  of  the  regular  order  for  each  Sub.  or  County  Alliance, 
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viz:  "  Has  any  brother  a  subscription  or  renewal  for  our  State  or 
County  organ  ?" 

2d.  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  forward  all  such  subscrip- 
tions. 

By  Bro.  J.  P.  Sossaman  : 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Alliance  tender  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  to 
State  Alliance  officers  and  citizens  of  Alliance  headquarters  for  kind- 
ness shown  during  our  session  ;  also  to  the  railroads  for  reduced  rates 
to  and  from  the  Alliance  meeting. 

Adopted. 

On  motion,  the  Hillsboro  Lodge  was  tendered  our 
sincere  thanks  for  use  of  rituals,  regalia  and  kind  en- 
tertainment. 

The  President  announced  the  following  Judiciary 
Committee  : 

J.  T.  B.  Hoover,  C.  C.  McLellan,  H.  T.  Jones. 

After  which  the  State  Alliance  adjourned,  to  meet 
on  the  second  Tuesday  in  August,  1900. 

J.  T.  B.  Hoovek, 
Secretary-  Treasurer. 


ADDRESS 

OF 

SPECIAL   COMMITTEE 

TO 

Alliancemen  and  Farmers  of  North  Carolina. 


To  the  Farmers  and  Former  Members  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  in  North 
Carolina  : 

Feeling  that  the  time  has  come  for  a  general  revival  and.  reorgani- 
zation of  the  Alliance  in  this  State,  the  undersigned  were,  at  the  re- 
cent session  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Alliance,  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  draft  an  address  to  the  farmers  of  the  State. 

This  is  an  epoch  of  organization  and  co-operation.  The  class  that 
remains  unorganized  is  at  the  mercy  of  those  united  in  organization. 
Eleven  years  ago  the  farmers  of  North  Carolina,  realizing  this  fact, 
joined  hands  in  an  effort  to  promote  their  interests  "mentally,  mor- 
ally, socially  and  financially. "  When  the  jute  bagging  trust  attempted 
to  oppress  us  the  farmers  defeated  it,  and  it  was  glad  to'sell  its  product 
at  the  old  price  or  for  less.  We  could  deal  with  any  trust  now  exist- 
ing as  we  did  with  the  jute  bagging  trust  if  we  had  the  same  united 
co-operation  of  the  farmers  of  the  country. 

The  social  condition  of  the  farmers  and  the  period  of  neighborly 
good  feeling  for  and  association  with  each  other  which  then  existed 
has  never  been  equalled  in  the  history  of  the  State.  Families  that 
had  lived  near  each  other  for  years  became  acquainted,  unfavorable 
opinions  of  neighbors  were  found  on  acquaintance  to  be  unfounded, 
and  their  worth  learned  and  appreciated.  The  people,  by  associating 
together  and  exchanging  of  ideas,  were  benefitted  in  their  business  in 
all  departments.  By  co-operation  the  100  per  cent,  for  a  few  months 
credit  was  destroyed,  and  needed  supplies  bought  at  reasonable  prices 
for  cash  or  good  security. 

The  different  state  of  feeling  now  existing  among  the  farmers  was 
occasioned  to  some  extent  by  difference  of  opinion  on  political  ques- 
tions. The  merchants,  bankers,  railroaders,  mill  men,  lawyers,  etc., 
have  organizations  to  promote  the  interests  of  their  respective  lines 
of  business.  When  their  assemblies  convene  no  one  is  made  to  feel 
uncomfortable  on  account  of  a  difference  of  political  views,  but  their 
consideration  is  directed  to  the  advancement  of  the  business  in  which 
they  have  a  common  interest.  Why  should  it  not  be  so  with  the  far- 
mers ?  Is  there  anything  beneficial  gained  by  rejecting  the  example 
given  us  by  the  wild  horses  on  the  Western  plains,  which,  when  at- 
tacked, turn  their  heads  together  and  use  their  heels  upon  their  ene- 
mies, and  in  imitating  the  conduct  of  an  animal  that  "has  neither  pride 
of  ancestry  nor  hope  of  posterity"  turning  ears  full  length  to  our  ene- 
mies and  using  our  heels  upon  each  other  ?    The  evil  of  this  course  is 
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now  bearing  fruit  and  the  Alliance  has  determined  that  the  pledge  that 
a  member's  religious  and  political  views  shall  not  be  in  any  way  inter- 
fered with  shall  be  strictly  enforced. 

As  to  the  course  of  our  organ,  The  Progressive  Farmer,  we  are  as- 
sured by  the  business  manager  and  the  editor  of  the  paper  that  it 
shall  be  an  independent,  unmuzzled  farmers'  and  Alliance  journal, 
and  while  it  will  unhesitatingly  commend  the  right  and  fearlessly 
condemn  the  wrong,  it  shall  be  done  as  to  the  matter  in  question  per 
se  without  reference  to  the  political  party  advocating  it. 

And  financially  the  Alliance  is  in  a  healthy  state.  Although  some 
mistakes  have  been  made,  our  Executive  Committee  and  Business 
Agency  have  straightened  out  our  business, and  we  now  have  over  $9,000 
in  North  Carolina  4  per  cent,  bonds  and  cash,  besides  our  property  at 
headquarters  near  Hillsboro.  The  Alliance  also  owns  the  shoe  factory 
machinery,  costing  over  $6,000,  and  the  building  in  which  it  is  located, 
all  unencumbered.  This  property,  security  and  machinery,  is  for  the 
benefit  of  all  new  as  well  as  old  members. 

Evidences  that  the  farmers  are  awaking  to  the  benefits -that  such  an 
organization  as  the  Alliance  should  be,  and  would  be  to  them,  come  to 
us  from  many  sections  of  the  State.  We  anticipate  a  considerable 
revival  in  the  near  future.  There  were  other  causes  than  political 
rancor  which  have  been  injurious  to  the  Order,  among  them  the  mem- 
bership of  unworthy  men.  During  the  first  year  or  so  of  the  Alliance 
few  except  good  men  were  admitted,  and  that  one  was  an  Alliance- 
man  was  generally  evidence  that  he  was  a  trustworthy  person,  but  as 
the  greed  for  membership  grew  nearly  every  one  who  applied  was  ad- 
mitted, and  many  bad  members  were  received.  The  conduct  of  some 
of  these  in  business  matters  caused  many  good  Alliancemen  to  quit 
the  Order  for  their  own  personal  protection. 

In  reorganization  there  should  be  vigilance  as  to  the  reception  of 
members.  The  Committee  on  Examination  should  examine  carefully, 
and  the  Alliance  protected  from  the  entrance  of  unworthy  members, 
who  would  be  of  no  benefit,  and  whose  membership  would  prevent 
desirable  persons  from  joining. 

The  N.  C.  F.  S.  Alliance  has  for  the  present  severed  its  connection 
with  the  National  Order,  and  is  governed  only  by  its  own  Constitution 
and  regulations.  Should  it  ever  become  desirable  to  resume  connec- 
tion with  the  National  Alliance  it  can  be  done. 

In  some  sections  of  the  State  there  is  a  contention  for  a  new  far- 
mer's organization.  Under  the  liberal  charter  granted  us  by  the 
State,  the  Alliance  can  be  made  to  accomplish  anything  desirable  we 
may  wish.  There  is  certainly  no  need  for  a  new  organization.  It 
will  be  far  better  to  reorganize  the  Alliance,  avoid  the  mistakes  of 
the  past  and  live  up  to  its  principles  in  a  spirit  of  fraternity  and  broth- 
erly love. 

Let  it  be  understood  that  the  farmer  is  in  "business"  just  as  the 
merchant,  the  banker,  the  manufacturer,  or  any  other  "business" 
man,  and  is  entitled  to  the  same  consideration  in  the  legal  and  eco- 
nomical regulations  of  the  country.  But  the  farmer,  while  an  impor- 
tant class,  is  not  the  only  useful  class  of  our  citizenship.  Every 
legitimate  business  benefits  the  whole  population.  We  therefore 
should  labor  in  our  sphere,  not  as  enemies  but  as  allies  of  other  useful 
professions,  and  do  nothing  with  the  sole  desire  to  injure  others. 

There  was  a  time  when  the  farmers  were  the  happy,  contented  class 
of  our  country,  and  a  yeomanry  of  prosperous  homeowners,  no  matter 
how  humble  the  home,  is  the  bulwark  of  a  country.  Our  farmers  are 
not  in  prosperous  condition  to-day.     There  are  those  who  either  deny 
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this  or  attribute  it  to  laziness  of  the  farmers,  but  in  the  next  breath 
contradict  themselves  by  attributing  it  to  over-production. 

The  Alliance  would  afford  opportunity  for  a  study  of  the  causes  of 
this  condition,  and  for  exchange  of  views  as  to  the  best  methods  of 
producing  crops,  raising  and  fattening  animals,  preparation  of  fertil- 
izers, improving  lands  and  highways,  marketing  crops,  and  many  de- 
tails in  farm  work,  etc.,  and  the  best  ideas  could  be  put  into  practical 
use.  It  could  arrange  programmes  for  farmers'  institutes  to  be  held 
in  the  neighborhood.  Among  other  things  it  might  also  arrange  for 
a  system  of  storage,  warehouses,  etc.,  or  some  means  by  which  the 
crops  would  not  be  thrown  on  the  market  in  a  lump,  but  the  sales  be 
regulated,  so  as  to  place  the  different  non  perishable  crops,  especially 
cotton,  on  the  market  systematically  throughout  the  year.  And  last, 
but  by  no  means  least,  and  which  we  have  not  hitherto  appreciated 
and  developed  as  we  should  have  done,  is  the  social  feature  of  the 
Order.  We  are  more  or  less  isolated,  and  need  these  gatherings  for 
the  best  development  of  our  young  people  into  noble  and  useful 
women  and  men,  as  well  as  for  the  benefit  of  the  older  people. 

We  meet  few  persons  who  were  ever  members  of  the  Order  who  do 
not  say  that  they  are  "as  good  Alliancemen  as  ever,  but — ."  They  then 
relate  some  grievance  which  is  frequently  imaginary  or  the  result  of 
their  own  conduct,  and  which  could  be  easily  remedied  by  their  own 
action. 

The  Alliance  elevated  the  farmers  as  no  institution  ever  has  done. 
It  taught  them  to  think,  and  by  it  they  learned  more  of  matters  in 
which  they  interested  themselves  than  they  had  learned  in  all  the 
years  before.  That  there  were  some  cranks  and  men  hasty  to  act  was 
to  be  expected.  The  interests  of  Caesar  may  in  some  instances  have 
overshadowed  those  of  Rome,  yet  the  aim  of  the  Alliance  was  the 
good  of  the  whole,  not  of  the  few. 

The  necessity  for  organization  and  the  advantages  of  co-operation 
have  only  increased  with  each  succeeding  year  since  we  first  joined 
hands  in  1888.  Every  other  class,  realizing  that  in  union  there  is 
strength,  is  united.  In  this  age  of  organization  we,  too,  must  organize. 
We  therefore  cordially  invite  all  eligible  persons  to  unite  with  us  in 
the  endeavor  to  rebuild  the  Alliance,  with  the  great  objects  set  forth 
in  our  Declaration  of  Purposes — to  develop  a  better  state  mentally, 
morally,  sociallyand  financially  ;  to  educate  ourselves  upon  all  matters 
affecting  our  welfare;  to  maintain  law  and  order;  to  suppress  per- 
sonal, local  and  national  prejudices ;  and  promote  in  every  possible 
way  the  best  and  highest  interests  ef  our  people  and  country. 

Wm.  A.  Graham, 
T.  B.  Parker, 
V.  N.  Sea  well, 
J.  S.  Mitchell, 
W.  B.  Fleming, 
Frank  E.  Emery, 

Com  m  ittee . 


ALLIANCE  CHARTER. 


CHAPTER  105,  LAWS  OF  1889. 


AN   ACT 

TO    INCORPORATE    THE     FARMERS'    STATE    ALLIANCE    OF 
NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  SUB-ALLIANCES. 

The  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina  do  enact  : 

Section  1.  That  S.  B.  Alexander,  L.  L.  Polk,  J.  D.  Allen,  Elias  Carr, 
T.  Ivey,  John  S.  Johnston,  D.  Reid  Parker,  and  such  others  as  may  be 
associated  with  them,  be  and  they  are  hereby  incorporated  under  the 
name  and  style  of  the  "Farmers'  State  Alliance  of  North  Carolina," 
and  by  that  name  they  and  their  successors  shall  and  may  have  con- 
tinual succession,  and  a  common  seal,  which  they  may  alter  or  change 
at  will,  and  shall  be  capable  of  suing  and  being  sued,  pleading  and 
being  impleaded,  and  contracting  and  being  contracted  with,  and  of 
acquiring,  holding  and  conveying  real  and  personal  property, 
and  shall  also  have  power  to  elect  such  officers  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  conduct  of  its  business,  and  to  adopt  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions and  by-laws  as  may  be  proper  for  the  government  of  the  corpo- 
ration ;  that  the  said  corporation  shall  have  and  possess  all  corporate 
powers,  rights  and  privileges  conferred  upon  corporations  by  the  gen- 
eral laws  of  the  State  or  may  be  necessary,  appropriate  or  convenient 
to  the  exercise  of  the  powers  and  enjoyment  of  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges given  by  this. act,  and  to  the  conduct  and  management  of  its 
business  affairs. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  said  corporation  is  authorized  and  empowered  to 
conduct  and  carry  on  by  itself,  or  by  and  through  its  duly  appointed 
agents,  managers  and  servants,  a  mercantile  or  manufacturing  busi- 
ness in  all  branches  ;  to  erect,  manage  and  operate  warehouses,  stock- 
yards, grain  elevators  and  packing  establishments;  to  manufacture 
guano  and  other  fertilizers,  and  generally  to  conduct  and  carry  on 
such  enterprises  and  transact  such  business  as  may  be  necessary  or 
advisable  for  its  profit  or  advancement,  or  that  may  contribute  to  the 
accomplishment  of  the  general  design  and  purpose  for  which  it  is 
created,  and  for  which  an  association  now  existing  in  this  State,  and 
known  as  the  "Farmers'  State  Alliance  of  North  Carolina,"  was  or- 
ganized. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  corporation  hereby  created  may  adopt  the  consti- 
tution and  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations  of  the  said  association 
known  as  the  "Farmers'  State  Alliance  of  North  Carolina,"  and  by 
consent  of  the  said  association  may  become  its  successor,  acquire  its 
rights  and  privileges,  assume  its  liabilities  and  continue  to  develop 
and  execute  its  general  plans  and  purposes,  with  the  right  to  change, 
modify,  enlarge  and  extend  the  same,  so  as  to  promote  the  interests 
of  the  members  of  the  corporation  and  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of 
the  farmers  and  laborers  of  the  State,  and  all  persons  engaged  in  ag- 
ricultural or  mechanical  pursuits. 

Sec  4.  That  the  said  corporation  may  use  and  adopt  such  means 
and  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  raise  funds  for  its  purposes,  and 
to  conduct  its  financial  operations,  and  especially  may  impose  fines, 
and  penalties,  and  dues,  and  collect  the  same,  levy  assessments,  and 
proyide  for  stock  subscriptions  if  deemed  advisable. 
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Sec.  5.  That  the  said  corporation  shall,  by  its  proper  officers,  agents, 
managers  and  servants,  exercise  general  control  and  supervision  over 
the  Subordinate  Alliances  of  the  State  hereinafter  created  and  incor- 
porated, and  may  prescribe  how  the  said  Subordinate  Alliances  shall 
be  represented  in  the  membership,  conventions  and  meetings  of  the 
said  corporation. 

Sec.  6.  That  each  County  Alliance  which  has  been  or  may  hereafter 
be  organized  is  declared  to  be  a  body  politic  and  corporate  under  the 
name  and  style  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  of  the  particular  County  in 
which  said  Alliance  is  located,  and  under  the  said  name  and  style  it 
shall  have  and  possess  all  the  rights,  powers  and  privileges  herein 
granted  to  the  Farmers'  State  Alliance  of  North  Carolina,  which  may 
be  necessary  to  develop  and  execute  its  plans  and  purposes,  and  which 
shall  not  be  inconsistent  or  in  conflict  with  those  granted  to  the  said 
Farmers'  State  Alliance  of  North  Carolina,  but  shall  in  all  respects 
be  subordinate  and  subservient  thereto. 

Sec.  8.  That  each  County  Alliance  may  establish,  conduct  and  pros- 
ecute such  mercantile  and  manufacturing  business  and  such  other  en- 
terprises as  will  promote  the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  said  Alliance 
and  its  members  in  the  County  in  which  it  is  located,  and  it  may 
adopt  such  a  constitution,  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations,  and  provide 
for  such  a  form  of  organization  as  may  be  suited  to  its  wants  and  ne- 
cessities, provided  that  the  plans  of  organization  in  the  several  Coun- 
ties shall  be  as  nearly  uniform  as  possible  ;  and  for  this  purpose  the 
Farmers'  Alliance,  if  it  is  deemed  necessary,  may  prescribe  a  general 
and  uniform  plan  for  the  organization  of  the  County  Alliances. 

Sec  8.  That  the  Subordinate  Alliances  which  are  now  or  may  here- 
after be  organized  in  the  several  Counties  of  the  State,  are  hereby 
created  bodies  politic  and  corporate,  under  such  name  and  style  as  is 
now  or  may  hereafter  be  prescribed  by  the  Farmers'  State  Alliance, 
and  under  such  name  and  style  they  shall  severally -have  and  enjoy 
the  powers,  rights  and  privileges  conferred  by  this  act  upon  the  Far- 
mers' State  Alliance  and  the  County  Alliances,  and  which  may  be  ne- 
cessary and  appropriate  td  develop  and  execute  the  plan  and  purpose 
of  their  organization  ;  and  they  may  conduct  and  carry  on  within 
their  respective  localities  such  business  and  enterprises  as  are  of  the 
same  nature  as  those  authorized  by  this  act  to  be  conducted  and  car- 
ried on  by  the  other  Alliances,  and  may  adopt  such  plan  of  organiza- 
tion and  such  constitution  and  by-laws  as  may  be  suited  to  said  pur- 
pose :  provided  that  the  Farmers'  State  Alliance  hereby  incorporated 
may  prescribe  a  uniform  plan  for  the  organization  of  said  Alliances, 
under  and  by  which  they  may  be  formed  and  governed. 

Sec.  9.  That  the  County  Alliances  and  Subordinate  Alliances,  the 
incorporation  of  which  is  provided  for  in  this  act,  may  succeed  to  the 
rights  and  privileges,  adopt^the  present  organization,  assume  the  lia- 
bilities and  continue  to  develop  and  execute  the  general  plan  and  pur- 
poses of  the  association  respectively  known  as  the  County  Alliances 
and  Subordinate  Alliances,  and  in  such  case  the  said  County  Alliances 
and  Subordinate  Alliances  as  now  existing  and  organized  under  their 
constitution,  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations,  shall  be  corporate  bod- 
ies and  invested  with  the  corporate  powers,  rights  and  privileges  here- 
in granted  to  County  and  Subordinate  Alliances,  subject  to  the  super- 
vision and  control  of  the  Farmer's  State  Alliance. 

Sec.  10.  That  any  three  or  more  members  of  any  one  of  the  Alliances 
hereby  incorporated  may  unite  and  associate  with  them  any  three  or 
more  persons  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  conducting  any  mer- 
cantile or  manufacturing  business  or  enterprise,  or  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  and  conducting  any  business  of  the  nature  or  character 
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authorized  to  be  established  and  conducted  by  the  corporation  crea- 
ted by  this  act,  and  the  persons  so  united  and  associated  for  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid  shall  be  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  with  such  corpo- 
rate powers,  rights  and  privileges  as  are  by  this  act  granted  to  the 
corporations  created  thereby,  and  which  may  be  necessary  or  adapted 
to  the  prosecution  of  such  business  or  enterprise:  provided,  that  the 
said  persons  so  united  and  associated  shall  first  file  in  the  office  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  County  in  which  the  corporation 
is  to  have  its  principal  place  of  business,  articles  of  agreement,  as 
provided  for  in  chapter  19  of  the  act  of  1885 ;  that  upon  the  filing  of 
such  articles  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  as  are  provided  for  in 
sections  678,  679  and  680  of  The  Code. 

Sec.  11.  Trl'at  the  President,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  or  otherchief 
officer  in  the  several  Alliances  now  existing  in  this  State,  with  the  ex- 
ecutive committee  of  each,  may  immediately  accept  and  adopt  this 
act  of  incorporation,  and  thereupon  they  shall  severally  be  invested 
with  the  corporate  powers,  rights  and  privileges  conferred  by  this  act 
under  their  present  plan  and  organization  :  provided,  that  the  failure 
or  refusal  of  any  one  or  more  of  the  said  Alliances  to  accept  this 
charter  or  act  shall  not  affect  or  prejudice  those  which  do  accept,  nor 
prevent  them  from  becoming  incorporated  under  this  act  and  enjoy- 
ing the  rights  and  privileges  therein  conferred. 

Sec.  12.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  ratification. 

In  the  General  Assembly  read  three  times  and  ratified  this  the  7th 
day  of  March,  A.  D.  1889. 
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